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The April View
Help needed
We need your help to fill a number of vacant roles on the OK View team.
In March Jane Meaden and her family moved out of the village. Jane has been a
key member of the OK View editorial team and was on the Editorial Board at the
magazine’s inception in October 2007. In 2015 she took over responsibility for
Advertising from Chris Pogson. Since the start of 2018 she has also been
Distribution Co-ordinator. We advertised this last vacancy recently and by midMarch (the time of writing) two people had come forward to find out more about the
Distribution role; it is hoped that in the next issue details of who will take Jane’s
place will be available.
For the moment Jane has agreed to continue in the Advertising role since liaising
with advertisers is almost entirely undertaken by e-mail. However, she cannot
continue helping us out indefinitely and we need someone to learn what is required
and take on the role in the near future. On page 4 we publish a job advert for the
Advertising role.
Yet a third job is vacant – with the retirement of Cecil Holland there are thirteen
properties in Capernwray which are without a delivery person. We advertised the
vacancy in both our February and March issues but no-one has volunteered. So, for
the moment we are unable to deliver to those properties. If no-one comes forward,
the best we can offer is to leave the magazines at a central location in Capernwray
(we’d like suggestions from householders, please) and for those residents to collect
their copies from there.
If we are unable to appoint people to the three jobs it will significantly affect the
future of the publication. Our future is in your hands. Please help OK View to
continue by volunteering for one of the roles. Either contact us at
overkelletview@gmail.com or call Jane on 07968 723592 for more information.
Why we will miss Jane’s work for OK View
Jane made a significant contribution to OK View. As well as being a founder
member of the editorial team she has collected news items, written editorials and,
more recently, written on environmental matters – while also bringing up a family
and undertaking a medical job. From January 2015 she has taken on the role of
Advertising Manager with enthusiasm and carried out campaigns to encourage local
businesses to advertise in our magazine. The number, variety and size of
advertisements has increased since then as a result of her hard work; the income
generated makes a significant contribution towards covering our production costs.
More recently Jane has overseen distribution of the magazine, liaising with our
valued team of volunteers who brave all weathers to deliver OK View to your door.
We wish Jane and her family the very best for the future.
Peter Clinch
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CHURCH SERVICES

All services start at 11.15am and will be taken by the vicar, Rev Paul Boulter, unless
otherwise stated. Coffee and tea are served at St Cuthbert’s before the services
from 10.45 am. Everyone welcome!
April 7th

Morning Worship
(Children in the Fish Club meet in Church at 10.30am)

April 14th

Palm Sunday - Holy Communion (Rev Clive Duxbury)

April 19th

Good Friday Service at 2pm

April 21st

Easter Sunday – Holy Communion

April 28th

Morning Worship
Penny Burnside

Seeking an Advertising Co-ordinator for Over K ellet View
Most new advertisers now contact us rather than the Co-ordinator
contacting firms etc, for business. You will advise them of our rates,
presentation format and issue invoices (standard letters and forms have
been set up for most steps in the process.) You will also manage our
Instagram account.
The IT skills required are fairly basic – an
ability to use Excel, Dropbox & Instagram.
You will be a member of the Editorial
Board assisting with policy rather than
editing.
Contact Jane Meaden on 07968 723592 for
details.

Do You Have a Local Story to Tell?

Would you like some help writing it up for publication in OK View?

If so, contact our editorial team: overkelletview@gmail.com or 01524 734591 so
we can arrange to meet over a cuppa and get your ideas down on paper.
You could then have the satisfaction of seeing ‘your’ story in print, finding some
hidden talent … and, maybe, becoming one of our regular contributors!
It’s your magazine – why not let it tell your story?
4

Letter from the Vicar
I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve spoken to people about how late Easter is
this year. One of the quirks of our calendar is that we know when Christmas comes
each year, but with Easter we’re thumbing through our diaries to work out when it’s
going to come.
The dating formula goes back to the earliest times of the church, involving the
equinox and the cycles of the moon. I won’t pretend that I understand it! However,
it’s unfortunate that our confusion over how the date is picked detracts from the
significance of the festival, which is the most important in the Christian calendar.
In amongst the chocolate eggs, the bunnies and the daffodils, the message of
Easter is an extraordinary one. Jesus’ preaching and teaching ministry lasted only
three years, yet during that time the religious authorities saw him as a danger. They
made it clear that Jesus was a threat, and his claims of equality with God and
authority to forgive sin would not be tolerated. Jesus knew this full well, yet he still
took himself and his followers to Jerusalem where the final act was played out
almost two thousand years ago.
The most amazing part of the story is that what was superficially a tragic accident,
the meaningless death of a charismatic and inspirational preacher, was anything
but. Jesus often spoke beforehand that it was necessary for him to be arrested,
tortured and killed, and then three days later rise again from the dead. The reason
behind all of this is the reason why we see so much of the eggs and the bunnies.
The story of Easter is about life and hope. Through his death, Jesus gives us the
chance to be free of the consequences of turning away from God. Jesus said he
was dying in our place, so that we could have new life. Through his rising from the
dead, Jesus said that he was giving us the hope of eternal life. Life which doesn’t
end with death, but continues into eternity in the presence of God himself.
The date of Easter may vary from year to year, but the meaning of Easter remains
the same. Easter is about life and hope. That’s why it’s the centre of the church, and
the centre of the Christian faith.
Rev Paul Boulter
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Wilson’s Endowed School News
World Book Day
In early March the school was filled with
Harry Potters and Gangster Grannies as
we celebrated World Book Day. The day
began with a worship focusing on a very
special book, the bible. Children dressed
up as their favourite fictional character
and brought a book to donate to the
school library. Special activities took
place in class including sharing a
favourite book with a friend.
Red Nose Day
A sea of red, funny wigs and colourful
noses in abundance made for a lively
Red Nose Day. As well as fund-raising,
pupils learned about Farhad, an aspiring
young artist. He had fled from Iran in
2015 and begun a year-long
journey to Europe. During a
dangerous boat crossing,
he had to throw his
backpack full of pencils and
paintbrushes overboard. His
story brought real meaning
to the children about the
difference Red Nose Day
makes to others around the
world.
Lent Reflections
Pupils from schools in the
Lune Valley Cluster came to
Over Kellet to join in
activities that gave them
time to learn about Lent and
to reflect. The vicar, Rev
Boulter, led a craft activity
where the pupils wrote
prayers and made purple,
prayer paper chains. iPads
and a QR code quiz helped
pupils learn key facts about
Lent. The day finished in
quiet reflection as the
children came together to
build a prayer cairn.
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Commonwealth Day
The second Monday in March is Commonwealth Day. Pupils came into school to
find the hall festooned with the fifty-three flags of the Commonwealth. A day of
activities explored key facts and the supportive work of this global family. A lunch
with parents had a menu that used ingredients from across the Commonwealth:
Singapore Noodles, Indian curry followed by banana and maple syrup muffins. Mrs
Williams accompanied eight pupil representatives to the Commonwealth Service at
Westminster Abbey. Seats at the front of the aisle meant that we were within inches
of the royal family as they passed. We were also fortunate enough to chat to
Commonwealth Games medal winners – hammer thrower Mark Dry and swimmer
Danielle Hill.
Jo Williams, Headteacher
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News from Over Kellet Playgroup
It has been a busy 2019 so far for the children of Over Kellet Playgroup. We
celebrated Shrove Tuesday by eating pancakes at snack time and held pancake
races which the children enjoyed participating in.

The
children
enjoyed
celebrating World Book
Day by dressing up as a
character from one of their
favourite
books.
The
costumes ranged from The
Very Hungry Caterpillar to
Spiderman. We love to
share stories and books
together at Playgroup and
the children always look
forward to their visits from
Gary and the library van.
Every two weeks we have
`Enjoy-a-ball Paul` come to
Playgroup for a session to
help develop our listening
skills and to build our
confidence, through fun
games
and
activities.
These sessions are always
a huge success and the children are always excited for Paul’s visits to Playgroup.
Lynsey Winder
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Does your garden require
attention? Why not let me lend a
hand!
Shed, fence & decking repairs,
pressure washing, gutter cleaning,
grass cutting, hedge cutting, tree
trimming & weeding.
Also available for household repairs!
Phone Steve
01524 782899
07747 522434
Always cheery & dependable, leaving
your garden neat & tidy. References
available.
9

The Women’s Institute: National, County and Local
The WI is all about encouraging and inspiring women by using its rich resources of
experience, knowledge and skills that have been passed down through generations
and are constantly added to and updated. It is very diverse, offering all sorts of
opportunities – and is also about fun and friendship.
The national organisation is divided into county Federations and local Groups. Over
Kellet WI is in the Keer Valley Group of four Institutes, part of the Lancashire County
Federation. The Federation organises many events, from the Annual Show held in
Garstang to walks, holidays, quizzes, sports and day courses covering a wide range
of subjects. Some time ago one of our members, Mildred Preston, won ‘Driver of the
Year’ in the Lancashire Federation’s competition held in Preston. In 2012 Over
Kellet WI came first in the Lancashire Federation’s Small Institute competition ‘Big
Walk, Little Splash’ competition, with our members walking 2,687 miles and
swimming 40.5 miles in total over a period of twenty-four weeks.
The member Institutes of local Groups take it in turns to host an evening for the
other members. This year it’s our turn, on the theme of music and memories of the
1960s.
Over Kellet WI was founded in 1937 and members were soon helping the war effort
by collecting rosehips and rabbit skins, knitting clothing items for the troops and
entertaining those billeted locally. Over the years we have helped to promote many
causes including local libraries and breast-screening; made ‘story sacks’ for the
school and ‘twiddle muffs’ for dementia sufferers; and knitted ‘Teddies for Trauma’.
Our meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on the second Thursday of each
month, except August. After a brief ‘business’ session giving national and county
news and the opportunity to sign up for forthcoming events, there is a talk followed
by tea, biscuits and a chat. Talks so far this year have been Joyce Mace on her time
as Mayoress of Lancaster, Bob Roe on Carnforth Railways and Heritage Centre,
and Maurice Steel on his trip to Namibia “to escape the rain”.This month’s will be ‘St
John’s Hospice’ by Rachel Makinson.
Our next open meeting, at which both men and women are welcome, is on 13th
June. Ladies who are considering joining the WI are welcome to come to our other
meetings as well. The cost for non-members is £3 a session and you can attend up
to three while deciding whether to join. There are only eighteen members at
present, so you won’t feel intimidated at going into a large gathering. We may be
few, but we are very friendly and welcoming – so come along and give it a try.
Sylvia Cooper, OK WI

Village Website
The Village website is at www.overkellet.org (or just Google Over Kellet and click on
the top link). Click on the right-hand side of the top page to go to the OK View link.
There you can see the magazine in glorious colour and click on the links for direct
connection. There is also an archive of previous issues. Look on the website also
if you want a new e-mail address such as ‘yourname@overkellet.org’ - short and
easy for you and your friends to remember!
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Parish Council – March 2019
Five Parish Councillors, seven members of the public and District Councillor Mace
braved the high winds of Storm Gareth to attend the meeting.
Planning matters
19/00045/OUT & 19/00087/FUL – these two applications related to the erection of
an agricultural worker’s dwelling and the erection of an agricultural livestock and
storage building in the field at the corner of Netherbeck and Kellet Lane. Lancaster
City Council has decided to refuse the application for the agricultural worker’s
dwelling on the grounds that it had not met the requirements for a viable agricultural
business. Consideration of the application for the storage building was deferred.
The decision of Lancaster City Council was still awaited on the following application:
18/01207/FUL – Erection of two 2-storey houses on the site of the former chicken
sheds off Kirkby Lonsdale Road.
Other planning matters:
1 The Parish Council Chairman reported on a pre-application meeting he had
attended along with thirteen other people (representing a number of parish and
district councillors, the land owners and the developers), on a proposal to develop
the field between the M6 motorway and the A601(M) for use as a car showroom and
warehousing. The meeting was chaired by the Lancaster City Council Chief
Planning Officer whose closing summary highlighted the need for the developers to
address a number of issues relating to vehicle access to the site; develop a proper
travel plan for pedestrians and cyclists; ensure the development is properly bedded
into the landscape; retain existing hedges; and address drainage matters. A day or
two following the meeting it was noted that the site’s hedges had been barbarically
cut during the bird nesting season (contrary to EU Regulations). The Parish Council
(PC) decided to raise the issue with the Department of the Environment.
2 Local Plan: a Planning Inspector will be visiting Lancaster in April to hold
meetings with organisations which had raised objections to the Lancaster Local
Plan. The PC was awaiting an invitation to attend from Lancaster CC.
Quarry Report
The text of the report is published on page 15.
Parish Plan
‘Gates’ at village entry points – Cllr Agnew had prepared photomontages of the four
gates and it was agreed to submit them with a location plan to County Highways for
consideration.
Royal Mail letter box on Kirkby Lonsdale Road
The PC noted that the box had been sealed since the wall in which it is set is
dangerous. It was understood that there was a dispute between the land owner and
County Highways over who should pay for the repair works. The Parish Clerk was
instructed to write to County Highways to obtain clarification.
Panorama guide for Bay Croft
A guide to the panorama from the seat at Bay Croft (top of Cockle Hill) has been
fixed in place.
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Parish Council – March 2019 (continued)
Parish Council website
The Clerk reported that a number of links will soon be added to police, crime and
trading standards services.
Household waste re-cycling sites
A county-wide consultation on reducing opening hours to save money will close on
25th March. The PC decided to respond in support of the proposals to reduce the
opening of the site near Carnforth to shorter hours five days a week as the best
means of keeping the service going on a reduced budget.
Best Kept Village competition
The PC decided that if the village was to enter the competition a co-ordinator would
be required. The closing date for applications to enter the competition was 31st
March so there was limited time for someone to come forward to take the lead with
a village entry.
Cine North presentation in Over Kellet.
The success of the recent film shows operated by Carnforth Town Council has
prompted the PC to consider whether it would be viable to run a similar event in
Over Kellet Village Hall. The PC agreed that a trial event showing a popular picture
should be arranged for the last week of April.
Next meeting Tuesday 9th April at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
Peter Clinch
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Parish Council Elections 2nd May 2019
I’m sure you will be aware that City Council and Parish Council elections are
scheduled to take place on Thursday 2nd May 2019.
A ballot for the Parish Council will only take place if there are more candidates than
the seven councillor places available. It seems likely at this point that there will be
fewer than seven candidates standing and there may well be vacancies. The closing
date for nomination of candidates is Wednesday 3rd April, so there is still a little bit of
time available for anyone interested to step forward.
If you might be interested in standing for election as a Parish Councillor, there is
more information about the election process on the website at https://
overkelletpc.org
Being a Parish Councillor
The role of Parish Councillor is often a rewarding one although, with the limited
powers extended to parish councils, it can also be quite challenging. Prospective
candidates should have a sympathetic ear to concerns raised by residents of the
village. It is a purely voluntary role - a list of the criteria can be obtained by e-mailing
me at clerk@overkelletpc.org
Councillors are expected to attend Parish Council Meetings, which are held on the
second Tuesday of each month, except August. Meetings are held in the Village
Hall, commencing at 7.15pm and are usually finished before 9.00pm.

You can obtain information about the role from any of the existing councillors. Their
names and phone numbers are set out on the back cover of this magazine and are
set out on the website at https://overkelletpc.org/about-us/councillors/
Alternatively, please feel free to email me at clerk@overkelletpc.org with any
queries.
Derek Whiteway, Parish Clerk

13

Good News: The Eagles Head Reopens!

In early March The Eagles Head reopened for drinkers and diners. The most
obvious result of the refurbishment is the smartened-up appearance of the outside
of the building, with new signboards and a general repainting. Inside, the changes
are tasteful and subtle so that none of the character of the pub has been lost. A
fireplace has been taken out to improve seating opposite the bar; the dining room
and snug have been repainted and the customer toilets modernised. The other
changes will improve working conditions for staff: the bar and the storage cabinets
behind it have been replaced with modern units; the kitchen layout remains the
same but new appliances and more storage shelves make food preparation easier.
The quality food and opening hours remain the same. So, now is the time to pay our
village pub a visit.
Peter Clinch
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Quarry Report
The biannual quarry meetings were held on 12th March.
Joint Leaper’s Wood/Dunald Mill (Tarmac)
Dunald Mill
Upgrading of the area around the quarry has continued to align it more with the local
surroundings. The old sheeting bays and associated concrete have been removed
so that hedges can now be planted and the area allowed to return to nature. The
prominent yellow barriers will be either removed or repainted. Access to the old
quarry area is now restricted to the area rented by EPC, which is constantly
monitored, to the Breedon concrete plant and for Tarmac auditing.

Leaper’s Wood
Development of the west quarry has been slower than expected but the area has
now been levelled and asphalted and the concreting plant and weighbridge
relocated there. The offices will move within the next few weeks. The new wheelwash facility positioned there will mean water will no longer run down the entrance
roadway to the B6254 but back into the quarry. Output has picked up since
Christmas, from about 45 thousand tonnes to 80 thousand tonnes per month, giving
a projected total for the year of 750 to 800 thousand tonnes. There is currently no
night working. They are continuing to invest in new machinery. There have been no
complaints since the last meeting. Monitoring always takes place at the nearest
property to the blasting site and a second place is selected from where there have
been previous complaints. The highest vibration level has been 4.00mm per
second with all others below 3.00, and mostly below 2.00. The maximum permitted
under their planning consent is 6.00mm per second.
Back Lane (Aggregate Industries)
The quarry has been busy over the last six months, with the year-end total of 1.2
million tonnes making it the busiest year ever. There is still a large demand for
asphalt and the plant is working a night shift. Currently monthly production is
averaging 80 thousand tonnes but it is anticipated that the target of 1 million tonnes
for the year will again be exceeded. There are no plans to introduce a night shift to
meet this target. Crushed re-cycled glass is again being added to the aggregate
which is contributing to the County’s recycling programme.
Quarrying has been slowed recently as an underground river has been encountered
which has caused the dolomitization of the limestone, which takes longer to extract.
There have been no blasting complaints since the last meeting and a full raft of BSI
audit inspections have taken place, which have all been successful.
As reported in November blasting in Helks Wood has left an unstable face and work
is still under way to deal with this. Once it has been resolved the re-location of the
viewing platform will be considered. Aggregate Industries continues to oppose the
proposal in the Lancaster Local Plan to build five hundred houses south of
Windermere Road, Carnforth as it considers the development will be too close to a
working quarry.
The next meetings will take place on Tuesday 24th September. In the meantime if
you have a complaint please contact Back Lane Quarry (738888) or Leaper’s Wood
Quarry (732135).
Nick Ward, Quarries Liaison Officer
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Village Listings for March

(Church Services are listed on Page 4)
Over Kellet’s Village Hall (OKVH) is at LA6 1DU; Nether Kellet’s at LA6 1HA; School at LA6 1BN

Badminton

Wednesdays

20.00

OKVH

Bible Study

Wednesdays

19.30

OKVH

Indoor Bowls

Mondays

13.30

OKVH

Junior Badminton

Fridays

19.00

OKVH

Keep Active

Mondays

17.00

OKVH
The Green
47 Greenways
Winder Garth
Church Bank

Mobile Library

Thursday 11 April

13.20
13.50
14.15
15.00

Parish Council

Tuesday 9th April

19.15

OKVH

Playgroup 2-4 Years

Monday to Friday except 8th to 18th April
08.30
inclusive

OKVH

Short Tennis

Tuesdays

14.00

OKVH

Village Walk

Sunday 7th April, Ribble Link

13.30

OKVH

Walking Group

Wednesday 17th April, Kirkby Stephen

09.00

OKVH

Women’s Institute

Thursday 11th April, talk by Rachel
Makinson on St. John’s Hospice.

19.30

OKVH

th

Refuse Collection April

Grey Bin: 1st,15th & 29th
Green Bin & Recycling Boxes: 8th & 23rd
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What’s On
What’s coming up in April?
THEATRE:
On Fri 12th at The Heron you can enjoy an audience with
Mr Edward Lear, King of the nonsense rhyme and loopy
limerick, as played by Jonathan Goodwin, in Stuff and
Nonsense. 7.30pm with doors opening at 7pm. You
can choose and book your seats on-line at
www.theherontheatre.com
On Fri 12th and Sat 13th at The Dukes you can see The Tiger who Came For Tea, a
musical play adapted and directed by David Wood, based on the book by Judith
Kerr. It is a delightful family show with magic, sing-a-long songs and clumsy chaos.
What a delight! For times check with the Box Office 01524 598500 or www.dukeslancaster.org
MUSIC:
Lancaster & District Choral Society’s Spring Concert is on Sat 6th at 7.30pm at
the Ashton Hall in Lancaster. Mozart, Vivaldi and Bach are on the programme but
for finer details contact Morecambe or Lancaster Visitor Information Centres.
At The Platform on Fri 12th at 8pm The Stars From The Commitments are
appearing. Two hours of sizzling soul music and dialogue should prove to be a
thrilling live experience. For more details call 01524 582803, click
www.lancaster.gov.uk/platform-tickets or call in at Morecambe or Lancaster Visitor
Information Centre.
LIVE BY SATELLITE:
From the Royal Opera House to The Reel on Tues 2nd at 6.15pm there is a rare
performance of Verdi’s La Forza del Destino. There is a fabulous cast which
includes Anna Netrebko and Jonas Kaufmann and it is conducted by Antonio
Pappano.Then on Tues 30th at 6.45pm there is Faust, a grand opera of forbidden
love and redemption by Gounod. Phone: 01524 413935 for more information.
TENNIS:
Lancaster Tennis Club in Lune Road is launching its new tennis season with an
Open Day on Sat 27th (2 to 4pm) for anyone interested in trying out the game. It is
for both adults and juniors, is free of charge, and families are especially welcome,
so just turn up – balls and racquets provided. Any queries to Susan Lucas on 07771
734920 or check out www.lancastertennis.co.uk
FINALLY:
On Fri 12th April at 6.30pm, Bolton-le-Sands Library will be hosting renowned
storyteller Sita Brand, performing 'Memories of an Indian Childhood'. This is part of
Spot On Lancashire, Rural & Library Touring Network's Spring Tour. To book visit
https://spotonlancashire.co.uk/whats-on/memories-of-an-indian-childhood or call in
to Bolton-le-Sands Library.
PS:
Sat 13th and Sun 14th for the third year running there is Taste Cumbria in Kirkby
Lonsdale. See tastecumbria.com for details.
Vivien E McCormick
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Use It or Lose It – Don’t Let Lancaster and Morecambe Revert
to a Cultural Desert!
The best thing that has happened in recent years for lovers of the performance arts,
especially theatre, dance and opera, has been the advent of live screenings at The
Dukes, The Reel and The Vue. We have had brilliant productions from The Royal
Opera House, The Royal Ballet, The National Theatre, The Royal Shakespeare
Company, The Met, The Bolshoi and even from La Scala. Almost without exception
we have been treated to the most exciting, memorable and brilliant performances.
The RSC’s Tempest was thrilling; The Nutcracker from Covent Garden is always a
must-see; two recent productions of La Bayadere, one from Moscow and one from
Covent Garden, were amazing - very different but both brilliant, and enabled me to
see a ballet I had hardly even heard of. And, just a few days ago, Carlos Acosta’s
new production of Don Quixote was simply magic.

BUT - and here is the point of this article - The Dukes was half empty for this. The
Reel rarely has anything like a full house. The costs of doing a live screening are
massive - as much as £300,000 for one opera! Corporate sponsorship and a very
proper sense of national purpose from the likes of Covent Garden make the live
screenings possible. But it won’t last for ever if we don’t support it!! So please, even
if you don’t know whether you like opera or ballet, give it a try! I promise you will
regret only the ones you have missed! If you have less-than-thrilling memories of
Shakespeare at school, try again - today’s productions from RSC and NT are
wonderful, and far better than most of what is on the telly! And, if you are a lapsed
lover of the arts, just go! Productions which are less than brilliant are very rare. And,
if you like a bargain, what could be better than Carlos Acosta for £12.50?
Thanks for reading this plea!
Phil Hegarty
PS The wonderful Kenneth MacMillan production of Romeo and Juliet, from Covent
Garden, is at The Reel on Tuesday 11th June. Prokofiev’s dramatic score (theme
tune for the Apprentice!), brilliant staging, breathtaking dance - don’t miss it!
PPS always check OK View centre pages for Vivien’s What’s On!
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Weather Data For February 2019
February began with the same calm frosty weather we had at the very end of
January. The coldest night was the 2nd/3rd with -7.3°C, the second coldest minimum
I have recorded in February since 1998. Storm Freya brought us a spell of windy
and wet weather on the 8th and 9th together with 27mm of rain, a third of the average
rainfall for the month. Total rainfall for the month was just below average at 76mm.
But the principal weather headline of February 2019 was the unseasonal and
exceptional warmth, particularly in the second half of February. Between the 21 st
and 27th daily maximum temperatures were more typical of what we would expect in
May. Before this year the warmest February day I had recorded was in 2008 with
14.1°C. That record was broken on the 22nd when the temperature reached 15.3°C,
and was broken again on every one of the next four days. On the 26th the
temperature peaked at an exceptional 17.7°C at about 3pm. But with near calm
conditions and clear skies, temperatures fell rapidly at dusk. On the 24th the
temperature fell over 10°C in the three hours between 3:30pm and 6:30pm! The
average daily maximum temperature for the month was 10.0°C, a huge 3.0°C above
average and by far the warmest February on record!
Every region of the UK saw all-time records broken over this period as a plume of
warm air from the Canary Islands pushed north over the UK. The UK’s warmest
places were coastal locations down-wind of mountains (the Foehn Effect), such as
in west and north Wales, North-West England, the Solway Firth and the north and
west of Scotland. New temperature records were set at Porthmadog in Wales which
reached 20.8°C on the 26th and at Kew Gardens in London which saw 21.2°C on
the same day, the first time anywhere in the UK had ever seen a temperature above
20°C in February. Aboyne in Scotland saw 18°C on the 21st February, breaking the
121 year old record.
Martin Lord
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New England Cottages, Capernwray – More Memories
As a result of the article in the
February issue of OK View (pages
20-21) a relative of the Chippendale
family has sent us the following
article and photographs.
“I was fascinated to see the
illustration
of
New
England
Cottages in Over Kellet View; this
postcard was sent to a Mrs Moss. A
Miss Moss was in fact the last
inhabitant of these very special
cottages. Miss Moss (Millie), then
went to live in a cottage in Borwick.
Millie was a real character who I
believe had lived in the cottages all
her life.
“My dad tried to buy the cottages on
many occasions, but the Water
Board (as it was then known)
refused to sell, preferring to have
the cottages demolished. We have
a photo of the cottages and quite a
few of the quarry including one of
the workmen, when it was in
operation.
“I spent many happy hours as a
child playing around these cottages.
I think I will have been about five or
six when Millie moved out of the
cottages, but I don’t think that they
were demolished for several years.
“Kathleen, a friend who is now in
her nineties, remembers a couple
called Cottam living in the first
cottage when she was a child. They
had worked on the stage in
Blackpool; she can only recall the
name Rose. When the canal froze
Mr Cottam put candles around the
arm (which we called the pike pool),
and skated there, it sounds very
magical to me. Also she recalls a
railway running from Overhead
Quarry along the side of the canal to
the
stone
crusher
at
New
England.” †

The photo shows the gable end of New
England Cottages with a broad-beam barge*
loading from the tipper chute at the quarry.
The stars painted on the bow indicate that
the barge was owned by the Wigan Coal
and Iron Company (their name would have
been painted on the stern), one of just two
main carriers on the canal. The bargee’s
wife can be seen sitting at the stern on a
raised section over a tiny cabin.
The photo probably dates from before 1913
when the Company closed the quarry (see
OK View, February 2019, pages 20-21).
*The Lancaster Canal was built to broad
dimensions, capable of taking craft 72ft long
and 14ft 3in wide, with a draught of 3ft 10in,
carrying a load of 48 to 50 tons. Many
canals, especially in the Midlands, were built
to narrow dimensions, only taking craft up to
70ft long and 7ft wide - hence the term
‘narrowboat’.
Some information taken from Gordon
Biddle. 200 Years of the Lancaster Canal.
Pen and Sword, 2018.

20

The stone-crusher and chute used to fill canal barges. To give a sense of scale a
lady can just be made out standing on the platform at the bottom of the steps.
Broken rock from the quarry face was brought to the crusher in narrow-gauge
railway tipper trucks. The contents were tipped into the crusher at the top level and
passed through crushing machinery and possibly also screens to ensure that any
larger pieces were re-circulated until broken down to the size required. The crushed
rock appears to have been held within the crusher until a barge was available, then
shutters raised until the barge was filled. A transmission line to drive the machinery
enters the photo on the right. What was the power source?
Compare with the photo of the site now – this is a reverse view (looking south)
since
ivy
almost
completely obscures
the
stone
pillars
which are all that
remain
of
the
structure.
As noted in the earlier
article
(OK
View,
February 2019, pages
20-21) the crushed
stone was used as
flux at the Wigan Coal
and Iron Company’s
furnaces near Wigan.
Like the other photos
in this set it probably
dates from about
1890 to 1913.
21

New England Cottages, Capernwray (continued)

An atmospheric photo of the quarry workers – judging by the style of dress and
their appearance it was probably taken in the 1890s or the first decade of the 20 th
century. There is no sign of machinery; the workers proudly display their picks,
shovels and hammers. Note the more formally dressed man with watch chain at
the left - probably the foreman - with his dog at his feet.

Do you recognise an ancestor? Let us know if you do.
A rather precarious
trestle bridge within
the quarry with tipper
wagons which would
have been hauled by
manpower from the
rock face to the
canal and back. The
photo dates from
before 1913 and
shows a flagrant lack
of regard for health
and safety!

The editors of OK View are extremely grateful for this valuable insight into life at
New England. If any other readers have memories, (or, better still, historical photos)
of local places or people, we would be pleased to hear from you – see inside the
front cover for contact details.
Peter Clinch
† No railway linking the two quarries is shown on Ordnance Survey maps of the
area compiled in the 19th and early 20th centuries, just tramways from each quarry
face running directly down to the canal (see OK View, March 2018, pages 26-27).
Does any reader have knowledge of a railway alongside the canal itself?
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I am a local handyman with all my own tools and equipment. I have my
working at height safety certificate and a current valid DBS certificate.
References are available on request.

Internal & External Painting
Decorating

Joinery & D I Y
Wooden Gates made and fitted
Cement & concrete work
Grass cutting, hedge trimming and tree pruning
Gutters cleared
Pressure washing
….. and many other jobs undertaken, please just ask.

All work is guaranteed and fully insured.
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Local Citizens Advice News
Mobility problems? — Get a Blue Badge!
If you're disabled, or have a health condition
that affects your mobility, you can apply for a
Blue Badge which will allow you to park close
to your destination. You can also apply for a
Badge if you care for a child with a health
condition that affects their mobility. Lancashire County Council runs the scheme
locally following national Department of Transport guidelines and regulations. The
Council charges the maximum permitted fee for a badge of £10.
Who can apply?
You’re automatically eligible for a Blue Badge if you:

are registered as blind;

get the higher rate of the mobility component of Disability Living Allowance
(DLA);

get Personal Independence Payment (PIP) and scored 8 points or more in the
‘moving around’ part of your assessment - check your decision letter if you’re
not sure;

get War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement;

received a lump sum payment as part of the Armed Forces’ Compensation
Scheme (tariffs 1 to 8), and have been certified as having a permanent and
substantial disability.
Even if you're not automatically eligible it's worth applying as you might still be able
to get a badge. You should do this if:

you have problems walking that are permanent, or that your doctor says are
likely to last at least a year;

you can't use your arms;

you're applying on behalf of a child aged over two years who has problems
walking, or a child under three years who needs to be close to a vehicle
because of a health condition.

You'll have to fill in an extra part of the application to show why you need a Badge.
How do I apply?
You should apply for a Blue Badge only on the official government website
www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge. If you do not have access to the internet either make
an appointment to obtain help at your local Citizens Advice office or outreach
session or use the computers in local public libraries. Please be aware of Blue
Badge scam websites which charge more than £10 (usually £49) for an
application which won’t even guarantee that a Blue Badge will be issued to
you. These websites are not associated with the Blue Badge Service and the
application form supplied by these websites is not accepted by local
authorities.
Also use the government website to re-apply for a Blue Badge when its validity
expires, normally three years after the date of issue. You will be sent a renewal
notice six weeks before your renewal date.
What do I need to have with me when I apply?

National Insurance Number
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Driving licence number (if you have one)
The details of your current Blue Badge (if you have one)
Blue Badge reminder code (if you have one - it will be on your reminder
notification)
Card payment details to pay the £10 charge if successful (you can pay only by
debit or credit card)
A passport style photograph, in colour and a true likeness
Proof of address (such as a Council Tax bill or utility bill) dated within the last
three months
Proof of identity (such as a passport or driving licence or ID card or birth or
marriage certificate)
Proof of relevant benefits (such as a DWP decision letter) dated within the last
twelve months if applying under one of these categories.

How do I deliver the documents which need to accompany the application to
the correct authority?
Send them either as scanned copies uploaded into the on-line form, or e-mail the
scanned documents, or send photocopies by Royal Mail to Lancashire County
Council. The application form will provide the postal address to send the
photocopies to. Never send the originals.
Points to note:
Your GP cannot make an application for you or assist with your application. It is
important that your application shows why you meet the eligibility criteria; the
decision whether to grant a Blue Badge is made by looking only at the information
you give in your application. However, it is advantageous if you can provide
supporting medical evidence or a letter from a health care professional.
After I have applied, what happens next?
Your application will be sent by Central Government to Lancashire County Council
and it is the Council which will make a decision and has twelve weeks to do so.
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Local Citizens Advice News (continued)
If I have been refused a Blue Badge what can I do?
If you’ve been refused a Blue Badge you can ask for the decision to be reviewed by
the Council. It's worth doing this if you can't walk more than eighty metres - about
the length of seven double decker buses, or if you can't use a parking meter
because of problems with your arms. If you already have a Blue Badge and it has
not yet expired, yet you have been refused a renewal, you can use it until you get
the result of your review.
When I get my Blue Badge where can I park?
If you have a Blue Badge you can park in places other drivers can’t, for example
parking spaces that are designated solely for Blue Badge holders. The Blue Badge
is linked to you rather than a vehicle so you can use it with any car, including taxis
and hire cars that you're driving or travelling in as a passenger. When you get your
Blue Badge, you should be given a leaflet from the Council explaining how to use it.
If you don’t get one, either ask them for one or download it from
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/443225/blue-badge-rights-responsibilities.PDF
There is a map of the Blue Badge parking bays in Lancaster at
https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/parking/blue-badge-parking-bays-in-lancaster

North Lancashire Citizens Advice volunteers at our Lancaster and Morecambe
offices can help you apply for your Blue Badge. It usually takes about forty-five
minutes to complete an application so you will need to make an appointment – it
cannot be done at drop-in sessions. Help can also be provided at our outreach
sessions but we do not have access to scanners away from our offices to attach
your documents to the application form. Again, an appointment is essential.
Sources used to compile this information
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/sick-or-disabled-people-and-carers/help-fordisabled-travellers1/blue-badge-scheme/applying-for-a-blue-badge/

www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/parking/blue-badges/
www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge
Local Citizens Advice Outreach Sessions through the month:
Carnforth Ash Trees Surgery: Every Thursday 1pm – 5pm.
Drop in or make an appointment by phoning the surgery on 01524 720000
Caton Health Centre: First and Third Wednesdays 3pm – 5pm.
Interviews by appointment which can be made with the CA office on 01524 400404
Alternatively call into one of our offices. We look forward to seeing you and helping
to resolve problems which are concerning you.
North Lancashire Citizens Advice
Oban House, 87-89 Queen Street, Morecambe, LA4 5EN
87 King Street, Lancaster, LA1 1RH
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Both offices open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm, last interviews 4.30pm
Office telephone for both locations: 01524 400404 (not for answering client
enquiries)
Adviceline service (free): 0344 4889622
National CA self-help web site: www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Nether Kellet Road to be Closed for Two Weeks
Lancashire County Council Highway Services department has informed the Parish
Council that Nether Kellet Road will be closed to all vehicles for approximately 50
metres each side of Kirk House Farm, from 8am on Monday 29th April until 5pm on
Friday 10th May, or until the completion of work on ‘utilities’. While the road is closed
the alternative route will be via Kellet Road towards Carnforth and Back Lane to
Nether Kellet. The closure will affect Stagecoach and school transport services
through the village. At the time of writing (mid-March) no details have been
published.
Please see the village notice boards for a map of the alternative route and more upto-date information, which will also be posted on the Parish Council website: https://
overkelletpc.org/
Peter Clinch
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Although we have had a fairly wet March the B4RN OK volunteers have continued
to make progress around Winder Garth and new connections are coming closer.
If you are a B4RN customer, or are considering a connection, B4RN hold an open
support afternoon every Friday at their Melling offices between 2pm and 4pm.
Sometimes they hold specific workshops and other weeks it is a general drop-in
session. They will give you advice on your B4RN connection, help with solving
computer problems or teach you how to use your iPhone, iPad or laptop. They will
also loan equipment to enhance your connection. The B4RN website www.b4rn.org
has lots of information and resource sheets.
We will be meeting again on Saturday 30th March to
continue in the Winder Garth area. After March our
next Community Action Days are planned for
Saturday 13th April and 4th May. It will be good to
catch up with our regular volunteers and welcome
new ones. It is a great way to meet up with fellow
villagers and give back something to the community.
We provide refreshments and a lovely lunch and
always welcome donations of cake and biscuits.
If you require further information about a B4RN
connection please do not hesitate to email:
lesleygee54@gmail.com or nkdw01@gmail.com
and/or visit our Facebook page: B4RN OK.
Lesley Gee

Consultation on the Mobile Library Service
Lancashire County Council Library Service is asking you to comment on the criteria
we propose to adopt to make the mobile library service more consistent across
Lancashire.
Currently six mobile vehicles cover the whole of Lancashire making a total of nearly
eight hundred stops. We want to agree standards, for example, for frequency and
length of time of mobile library stops and how far they are from public library
buildings. We propose merging some stops when they serve the same community
and removing some that have not been used in the last six months.
Visit www.lancashire.gov.uk/consultations to give us your views. Printed
questionnaires are available from the mobile library service and public libraries.
Please reply on-line or return your printed questionnaire to your mobile library
service driver or a public library by 28th April.
Sandra Klijn-Passant, Library Officer, Bolton-le-Sands Library
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Over Kellet and District Horticultural Society News
Over forty people attended our talk on 2nd March on the gardens of Gresgarth Hall
near Caton. A ‘straw poll’ showed that the majority of people present would be
interested in joining an organised trip there, so we are hoping to arrange one for the
summer of 2020. Because of the difficulty of parking a coach nearby, we will almost
certainly be sharing cars. Society members will be notified in ‘Dig This’; details will
also be given in OK View.
Forthcoming events
Our next open event will be a coach trip to Jacqueline Iddon’s garden near
Bretherton on Thursday 23rd May. Some of you will have enjoyed her excellent talk
and demonstration in November 2016. As well as interesting combinations of plants,
the garden contains sculptures and other art-works … and plenty of seats in quiet
corners where you can relax and savour the peaceful atmosphere. Lunch will be
included. See next month’s magazine for more information.
Details of future talks and trips will be given nearer the time, so watch this space ;-)
Verity Clinch, Secretary, OKDHS

Family Announcements
For free announcements of engagements, marriages, births and deaths contact the
OK View at overkelletview@gmail.com
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OK View – 10 Years Ago (April 2009)
Two items from this issue stand out: a double-page biography of Maurice Makinson
compiled by Bob Escolme, and the report of the Twinning Association’s programme
of events to be held between 4th and 8th April for the fifty-one French visitors from
Bussières.
Maurice was born in the village in 1925 and his family name can be traced back in
local records at least as far back as the early 1820s. As ever with Bob’s articles it is
the small details which intrigue and give one pause for thought. Maurice tells him
how there was no playing field for the village school and children played football and
cricket on the road outside it. The school log of the time apparently records that a
drill session held on the road had to be interrupted to allow a vehicle to pass! There
was no running water in the cottage at Withets which the young Maurice and his
parents occupied. There was no electricity supply either. The radio had two
batteries, so that it was always available for use even if one battery was being
charged at the motor garage in Carnforth. The aerial was strung from the cottage to
an oak tree. In 1937 the cottage was condemned as unfit for human occupation and
the family moved to Longton Cottages. How life has changed in eighty years and
been made more comfortable!
The Twinning Association had been active since 2000 and reports of their events
appear regularly in OK View. What impresses me is the number of French visitors in
2009, the arrangements for accommodating them with extra host families, and the
variety of activities, trips and social events planned. Visits to Morecambe, Chester
and Kendal, were arranged by the Association, as well as trips to be arranged by
the host families for the visitors staying with them. For the children there was to be
a morning at Nether Kellet Community School involving art-work, music (hand-bells)
and drama followed in the afternoon by a debate for all (including an invitation to all
residents of the Kellets) on the theme of the visit: ‘2009 – European Year of
Creativity and Innovation’. As we enter uncertain waters following Brexit let us hope
that the important links and friendships established through twinning are not
adversely affected to the detriment of nations and generations to come.
Peter Clinch

THE 200 CLUB
The result of the draw for February was:
1st

(£25)

Ms Emma Fielden (84)

2nd

(£15)

Prof J Crewdson (15)

3rd

(£10)

Dr R Haley (24)
Paul Budd

Advertising in Over Kellet View
Be seen in over 300 homes! Please contact Jane Meaden on 07968
723592 email overkelletview@gmail.com for further information.
30

Local Services

Over Kellet

Village Store and Post Office, Craig & Tracy Burns, The Green, LA6 1BU
M-F 7.00-17.45 (PO 9.00-17.30); Sa 7.00-13.00 (PO 9.00-12.30);
Su 7.30-12.30 (PO closed); last postal collection: M-F 16.45, Sa 11.00
The Eagles Head Pub, Gary & Helena Torch, Nether Kellet Road, LA6 1DL
M-F 11.30-14.30, 17.00-24.00; Sa, Su 11.30-24.00

733207
732457

Carnforth
Health:

Ashtrees, Market Street, LA5 9JU
Pharmacy M-F 7-23.00; Sa 8-18.30; Su 8-18.00
Surgery M 8.30-19.30; Tu 8-18.30; W, Th 7.30-18.30; F 8-18.30
Boots Pharmacy, 24 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-Th 8.30-18.00; F 8.30-17.30;
Sa 9-17.00
NHS Out of Hours Service
Park View Surgery, 21 New Street, LA5 9BX M-F 8-16.45 (closed for lunch)
Well Pharmacy, 9 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-F 8.30-17.30

727877
720000
732955

Dentists:

Anne King, 46 Market Street, LA5 9LB M,Tu, W 8.30-1700;
Th 8.30-17.15; F 8.30-16.30 (closed daily for lunch 12.45-13.45)
Viva Dental, 29A Market Street, LA5 9JX M 9-17.30;
Tu, W, Th 8.30-18.30; F 8.45-16.30
Opticians: Butterfields, 46c Market Street, LA5 9LB M-F 9-17.30; Sa 9-14.00
Philip Jones, 15 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-F 9-17.30; Sa 9-17.00

111
01539 715555
732712
733867
735431
732724
730055
735249

Vets:

Alison Lee, 2 Queen Street, LA5 9EB M-F 9-19.00; Sa 10-13.00;
24-hour emergency service
Burch Tree Vets, 39 Lancaster Road, LA5 9LD M-F 8.30-19.00;
720002
Sa 8.30-12; emergency clinic Su 10-12; 24-hour emergency service
0300 123 6703
Library, Lancaster Road, LA5 9DZ Su & M, Closed; Tu, 9.00-19.00;
W & Sa, 9.00 –13.00; Th & F, 9.00-17.00

Bus Timetable: from 29 Oct 2018

† LANCS school days only; * LANCS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS ONLY
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M-F

M-F

M-Sa

M-Sa

M-Sa

Sa only*

M-F†

M-F

M-F

-

-

7.56

9.36

Hourly

14.36

15.36

-

-

-

Nether Kellet

7.13

7.28

8.02

9.42

“

14.42

15.42

16.11 16.56 17.56

Over Kellet

7.18

7.33

-

-

-

-

-

16.16 17.01 18.01

Carnforth

7.30

7.45

-

-

-

-

-

16.31 17.11 18.11

Lancaster

8.03

8.15

8.30

10.10

“

15.10

16.10

17.04 17.37 18.37

Route
Day
Over Kellet

School terms: Lancs 23 Apr–23 Jul; Cumbria 15 Apr–19 Jul (both BH: 6 May; HT: 27 May – 31 May)
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Day

M-Sa

M-Sa

Sa only*

M-F†

M-F

M-F

Sa only

Lancaster

9.30

Hourly

14.30

15.30

15.25

16.10

17.10

17.30

Carnforth

-

-

-

-

16.04

16.44

17.44

-

Nether Kellet

9.57

“

14.57

15.57

16.11

16.56

17.56

17.57

Over Kellet

10.03

“

15.03

16.03

16.16

17.01

18.01

18.03

Carnforth

10.12

“

15.12

16.12

-

-

-

18.12

Route

Additional service M-Sa (Kirkby Lonsdale Coaches), route 490: dep Carnforth 20.28; OK 20.36; NK
20.42; arr Lancaster 21.10
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Over Kellet Directory
LOCAL AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVES
COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor Phillippa Williamson
Denny Bank, Arkholme, Carnforth LA6 1AX
Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk

221788

DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillor Roger Mace
Downderry, Halton Rd, Nether Kellet
www.maceonline.co.uk

733801

PARISH COUNCIL
Meet at 7.15pm on second Tuesday of
month
Chairman
Nick Ward
733947
Vice Chair
Graham Agnew
733407
Stephen Atkins
720605
Rebecca Lauder
733084
Martin May
881256
Jean Metcalfe
Clerk
Derek Whiteway
07805 260976
clerk@overkelletpc.org
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Police Station, Lancaster

101

PCSO Paul Shepherd
Paul.Shepherd@lancashire.pnn.police.uk
PC Rob Barnsley, Community Beat Manager
3573@lancashire.pnn.police.uk
Co-ordinator
Asst.Co-ordinator
Area Co-ordinators:
Central
Kirklands
Western
Eastern
Far Eastern
Northern
Southern
Northeast
Capernwray

Jane Ward
Alison Lloyd
Williams
(Currently Vacant)
Tony Wells
Bev Carling
Sandra KlijnPassant
(Currently Vacant)
Paul Witherington
Alison Harper
Ray Garlick
Ken Alred

733947

St. CUTHBERT'S CHURCH
Vicar
Rev Paul Boulter
Secretary
John Halsey
Church Warden
Penny Burnside
Church Warden
Linda Thomas

770300
732972
884962
720628

VILLAGE SCHOOL
Headteacher
Jo Williams

732097

VILLAGE HALL
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Bookings Sec.
Parish Council
Church

Peter Thomas
Liz Brewster
John Gooch
Lesley Gee
Rebecca Lauder
Lindsay Angus

298979
733877

733240
733084
734964

VILLAGE ACTIVITY REPRESENTATIVES
Badminton

Jane Storer

734265

Bowls

Lindsay Angus

734964

Keep Active

Lesley Gee

733240

OK & District Horticultural Society
Chairman
(Currently Vacant)
Secretary
Verity Clinch
Treasurers
Marilyn Whinfield
Pat Woolstencroft

734591
07753 435792
733965

Playgroup

Jackie Hunter

730904

Short Tennis

Joan Shaw

736503

Twinning Assn

Margaret JamesBarber

735470

Geoff Jackson
Ron/Lorna Oswald

736103
736523

734363

Walking Group
Contacts

733848
736393

Womens Institute
President
Christine Bolton
Secretary
Lindsay Angus
Treasurer
Sheila Cooper

735030
734964
733787

THOMAS WITHERS CHARITY
Secretary
David Mills

732194

COMPUTING OK WEBSITE
www.overkellet.org
Updated info. to: Gordon Galloway

720872

OK VIEW
200 Club

Liz Brewster

733877

Nick Ward
Lesley Gee

733947
733240

727692
732309
734372
730667
07786 803235

QUARRIES
Liason Officer
Nick Ward
Leapers Wood Quarry
Back Lane Quarry

733947
732135
738888

FOOTPATHS AND TREE OFFICER
Ron Oswald

736523

PARISH LENGTHSMAN
Mike Ashton - report problems to Cllr
Atkins

B4RN
Contacts

EMERGENCY PLAN GROUP
Paul Bond
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paul@okplan.co.uk

