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The June View
What will happen in February 2022?
The closing date for contributions to this issue of Over Kellet View was 15th May
coincidentally my seventy-sixth birthday, so high time I retired. Since the February
2021 issue we have advertised for someone to come forward and take over the
Editorship with the first issue of 2022. So far no-one has contacted us.

It will be a great pity if the village magazine ‘folds’. It is the main means by which
both the Parish Council and the Church notify villagers of their activities and
forthcoming events. The Parish Council depends on OK View to alert residents to
developments affecting the village – especially the continual stream of planning
applications which could alter the appearance of the area, for good or bad. The
magazine also helps to maintain a bond between residents and the various village
organisations such as the school and the playgroup, as well as societies and activity
groups. It benefits financially from an expanding group of locally based advertisers,
whose continued support and the frequent increase in their numbers provide ample
evidence that OK View creates business for them and is valued. Finally, the 200
Club – which provides another income stream to pay for the production of the
magazine – could cease to exist at the end of 2021. If so, your local lottery would
die.
Are you going to allow all this community spirit and positivity to evaporate?

Please don’t, and please consider whether you could help OK View. It does not
need to be such a ‘polished’ job as it has become over the years, but it is good to
have a vehicle to pass on information to everyone who lives in our village
community.
All that is needed is for someone (with some basic e-mail, file-handling and wordprocessing skills) to receive the contributions and prepare them for Paul Budd, who
‘builds the pages’ with advertisements and illustrations, ready to send to the printer.
Ideally this ‘someone’ should have an appreciation of the use of English grammar,
punctuation and spelling – though getting the information across is the important
thing. There is a template available to convert submitted items electronically to the
correct font and layout, if the new editor wished to use it. There is also a ‘style guide’
to help with consistency in spelling and the appearance of headings, dates and
numbers. But again (as Paul Hollywood keeps saying in ‘Bake-Off’), the substance
matters more than the style. The editor also responds to enquiries from prospective
advertisers and manages the folder of adverts to appear in each issue, but dealing
with our finances (including advertising) and distribution are handled by other
members of the team.
The current team will be happy to help the new editor through their first few issues,
so come on, give it a go! More than eight-hundred people will be grateful to you.
Peter Clinch

Village Website
Past and current issues of the Over Kellet View, including photographs in full
colour, are available for download from the Village website at www.overkellet.org
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Church News
It was with sadness that the PCC, congregation, and members of the community
received the news that Rev Paul Boulter has resigned as Vicar of St Cuthbert’s. We
are grateful for his ministry and are praying that God will bless him richly in the
future.
During the interregnum, while we await the appointment of a new Vicar, Canon
Grant Ashton, assistant Archdeacon of Lancaster, will be providing ministry and
pastoral support. Visiting ministers will be leading Holy Communion services and
the Archdeacon has approved the leading of all-age and morning worship services
by members of St Cuthbert’s.
From 6th June all services will start at 10.30am and adhere to the current COVID-19
restrictions.
All are warmly welcome to join us for worship and fellowship at these services:
6th

All-age service

Derek Burnside (leader)

13th

Holy Communion

Canon Grant Ashton

20th

Morning Worship

John Halsey (speaker)

27th

Holy Communion

Rev Clive Duxbury

As soon as the lifting of restrictions allows we are looking forward to taking part in
congregational singing, which has been missed so much. Being able to chat again
inside and outside church on Sundays with no restrictions, enjoying refreshments
after services, and having all-age social events will all be reasons to celebrate.
These difficult and challenging times, which have made such an impact on our lives,
have drawn our attention to the pain and suffering of the persecuted church around
the world. We know there are places where Christians are in constant danger of
their lives, unable to meet, worship, or even own a Bible.
We have celebrated the truth of Easter that Christ is risen and access to our loving
Heavenly Father made possible through the death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Ever since the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the first Day of
Pentecost, the church has been commissioned to preach the good news of the
kingdom of God to the ends of the world.

Hope is a word which has been used regularly in the past year. There is an
understandable desire that things will be better, but is this wishful thinking? Is there
any difference in the hope Christians have for the future? In the letter to the
Romans, the apostle Paul wrote “and hope does not disappoint us, because God
has poured his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit”. This hope in Christ is not
wishful thinking, indeed the original word for hope as used here means confident
expectation. Our confidence is that God is love and His love has been revealed by
the teaching, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ His Son. This has
eternal significance for us. In the book of Proverbs (13:12) “hope deferred makes
the heart sick”; by contrast the hope that God offers will not disappoint us. Our hope
is validated by the love of God whose character is love and, as the apostle John
learned through being with Jesus, “perfect love casts out fear”.
John Halsey
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New Walking Guide to Over Kellet Published
Discovering Old Over Kellet – An
Illustrated
Walking
Guide
is
apparently intended primarily for
visitors and new residents but, as
an ‘incomer’ of some twenty years,
I too found plenty which was
intriguingly new or cast more light
on old information, and I guess
even ‘truly native’ residents may
find in it at least snippets which
they have either forgotten, had not
fully appreciated or, perhaps, never
knew.
This fact-packed booklet does not
set out to be a comprehensive
description of present-day Over
Kellet, but is a guide to such of its
history as can be found and viewed
today, put into context by some
background explanation in places.
It is beautifully illustrated with clear
photographs inserted at just the
right places, and there are presentday maps at the back. Excellently
printed as it is, some may find that
a little bit of magnification may be
required for the maps.

The text describes one main walk around the centre of the village with four further
walks or extensions and a few suggestions for the use of cars to save walking on
narrow roads with sharp bends The format could be a bit confusing if not read
carefully. It is worth a preliminary read to get a feel for it before setting off to
explore.
I am certainly very pleased with my copy, and as soon as the COVID-19 situation
permits the entertainment of my visitors again it will be made available and
commended to them. I commend it too to all residents and readers of OK View,
and draw their attention to the fact that, after all his hard work, Peter Clinch takes
no profits; all are intended for local charities at a time when they may most need to
give their funds a boost.
As with all such first issues, there is every likelihood that this new contribution to
the quality of life in the Parish will provoke further points of interest, facts,
recollections and discussions from those who read it. I hope so, and that they
might be noted and incorporated in any later editions.
David Hasted
The booklet is for sale at the Village Store and Post Office, price £3.00. Any profits
will be donated to local charities including the Thomas Withers Charity.
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Wilson’s Endowed School News

Spring has arrived!
The pupils and staff were
thrilled to welcome a visit
onto the school field from
some lambs. Mrs Cornall
very kindly brought the
lambs for a morning. All
the five classes spent
some time with them,
sketching
them
and
enjoying being out in the
sunshine. It gives them a
great writing opportunity
based
on
a
real
experience to make it
meaningful.
The lambs certainly enjoyed their visit out and were even falling asleep on people.
Florence (6) said “It was great to meet them, they were so cute!” Molly (10) went
further “Best day ever!” Hannah Messenger, who organised the visit, said “It was
lovely to see the children learning about the lambs, and how to take care of them.”
A blast from the past
Former pupil, Rob, who attended the school back in 1973, very kindly got in touch
with us. He remembered our current building being opened and has donated his
6

commemorative mug, which was given
to all of the pupils who attended the
school during the move. He also
discovered one of the glasses that had
been engraved individually for the three
-hundred-year
commemoration
in
1977.
Rob told us of his journey after leaving
Over Kellet. He has very happy
memories of growing up on Church
Bank and said that “Over Kellet, and
those foundation years, were fun and
freedom before the big, wide world.”
We even found an old school
photograph of him with his classmates!
Friends of the School Meeting
It was fantastic to see so many people
at the recent Friends of the School Meeting, held on Zoom, sharing ideas on how
we can support the school. We discussed many positive ideas that we are looking
forward to trying out in the coming months. If you would like to get more involved
please contact me via e-mail head@wilsons.lancs.sch.uk

Darren Newiss, Headteacher
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News From Over Kellet Playgroup
Playgroup has been a hive of activity over the
last month. We have set sail on the Jolly Roger
to Pirate Island and explored occupations in our
opticians and hospital role-play areas.
Our
pre-schoolers
have
started
their
preparations for starting school in September.
The children have loved our PE lessons which
help build their listening skills and independence.
We are busy liaising with all primary schools to
help children transition happily in this next big
adventure.

Playgroup is now taking bookings for
September. If you, or anyone you know,
is looking for childcare for a two to fouryear old, please get in touch to arrange a
visit to us – 01524 730904 or
contact@overkelletplaygroup.co.uk
Lynsey Winder

8

9

Annual Parish Council Meeting – May 2021
The meeting was held in the Village Hall and attended by Parish Councillors Agnew,
Johnson and May, and County Councillor Williamson. Apologies were received from
Parish Councillors Atkins and Metcalfe. Six members of the public were present, as
well as our reporter.
Cllr Agnew was re-elected Chairman of the Parish Council (PC). Cllr Johnson took
over the role of Quarry Liaison Officer from Cllr Agnew. The duties of other Parish
Councillors to represent the PC on outside bodies and groups either remained
unchanged or elections will be held at the next meeting of the Parish Council to
allow those Councillors absent from the AGM to take part.
The Chairman read his Annual Report which reviewed a challenging year – a full
copy will be available on the PC’s website at https://overkelletpc.org/ The Final
Accounts had been audited and approved; the balance had increased by £2,316
owing to a number of one-off factors including less work being undertaken by the
Lengthsman because of COVID-19 restrictions. The PC agreed to earmark the
money to new separate fund headings to pay for: a) future work to implement more
recommendations in the Parish Plan, especially the control of traffic speeds on
Nether Kellet Road; b) assist Lancashire Wildlife Trust to conserve The Dub – the
work is in abeyance until details of the housing development on the adjacent field
have been approved by Lancaster City Council and the implications fully assessed;
and c) to ensure there are funds to pay the costs of holding an election for Parish
Councillors in the future.
By law the accounts and other official documents have to be made available for
public inspection and the PC set the dates as between 7 th June to 16th July. Details
will appear on the PC’s website and the noticeboard at the Village Store and Post
Office.
Planning applications

The following revised applications to Lancaster City Council were considered:
21/00363/FUL & 21/00358/LB – application to demolish some outbuildings, change
the use of and conversion of existing barn (with associated application for listed
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building consent) to permit five dwellings, etc, at Old Hall Farm, Kirkby Lonsdale
Road. Outline permission had been given in 2018 and the PC agreed not to
comment on this detailed application.
21/00596/EIR – Erection of twenty holiday chalets with associated access, car
parking and landscaping and installation of a sewage treatment plant at Capernwray
Diving Centre, Jackdaw Quarry, Capernwray Road. No plans have yet appeared on
the City Council Planning Portal but it seems that the application is for an increased
number of chalets on the same site for which permission for fifteen was given in
August 2019. The PC objected to the present application on several grounds: a)
access to the site appears to be through the same entrance/exit used by customers
of the Diving Centre, which will create a significant road safety hazard. It was noted
that nearby residents are already concerned about the queues of vehicles which
form early each Saturday and Sunday morning, waiting to gain access to the
Centre; b) there is potential for foul water from the proposed sewage plant to seep
into the quarry and other watercourses.
The decision of Lancaster City Council was still awaited on the following
applications:
19/01575/FUL – erection of a dwelling on land at 2 Hall Garth, Capernwray Road.
20/00811/RCN – removal of planning condition number 4 of planning consent given
in 1993 for forty caravans at Old Hall Caravan Park, Capernwray Road,
Capernwray.
20/01025/RCN – use of land as holiday and touring caravan park to allow for allyear-round occupancy (removal of condition number 2 from planning permission
granted in 1993). Old Hall Caravan Park, Capernwary Road, Capernwray.
20/01072/REM – reserved matters application for the erection of fifteen dwellings on
land south-east of Church Bank.

20/1073/FUL – full planning application for the erection of seven dwellings and
associated access road on land south-east of Church Bank.

11

Parish Council (continued)
20/01201/FUL – Change of use of open space to site three static caravans and
other works at Castle View Caravan Park, Borwick Road, Capernwray.
20/01220/VCN – outline application for the erection of fifteen dwellings and creation
of a new access road on land south-east of Church Bank.

20/01373/FUL – change of use of agricultural land to site twenty-seven caravans
with alterations to land levels, etc, at New England Caravan Park, Capernwray
Road, Capernwray.
20/01462/FUL – demolition of two stable buildings and erection of three singlestorey buildings for use as office and training facilities with a staff facilities building
and stable block, at Addington Lodge, Addington Road, Nether Kellet.
21/00076/FUL – change of use of land to site seven static caravans at Redwell
Caravan Park, Kirkby Lonsdale Road.
21/00105/FUL – erection of two-storey detached dwelling on land adjacent to Hill
Top Farm, Kirkby Lonsdale Road.
21/00116/VCN – erection of a block of five stables and farm office block at
Addington Lodge, Addington Road, Nether Kellet

Lancaster City Council has approved the following application:
20/00405/REM – reserved matters application for the erection of fifty-five dwellings
at the rear of Old Hall Farm, Kirkby Lonsdale Road.
Other planning matters
Replacement of trees felled by County Council adjacent to Hall Garth Gardens. The
Clerk was asked to press for a site meeting of members of the PC with relevant
officers of both the City and County Councils to agree appropriate replanting.

Public footpath between Kirkby Lonsdale Road and Nether Kellet Road
A resident commented on the poor state of the surface of the footpath, the
dangerous conditions in winter when surface water running from adjacent properties
freezes on the slope down to Nether Kellet Road, and the lack of regular clearing
and tidying of green and other material accumulating at the edges. It was explained
that the Parish Council was planning to approach the County Council to request that
it improves the surface of this footpath. The issues relating to maintenance of the
verges/hedges and the tidiness of the path will be discussed with the Lengthsman.
The Clerk will again contact the homeowners concerned in an attempt to resolve
the discharge of surface water onto the path.
Re-instatement of the quarry viewing platform
The PC had been informed that a new public viewing platform had been opened in
woodland on Kellet Seeds to replace the old one near Nether Kellet. The platform
will not be accessible when blasting is due.

Re-instatement of verge at the Millennium Stone, Kellet Road
County Councillor Williamson will press County Highways to contact Cadent, the
gas contractors, to re-instate the verge properly following their maintenance work.
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 8th June at 7.15pm.
Peter Clinch
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Over Kellet and District Horticultural Society News
Unfortunately not enough members of the Society have shown an interest in going
to Gresgarth Hall gardens for us to be able to arrange a private visit, so it’s back to
Plan B for a visit by car on Sunday 11th July, one of the Hall’s monthly open garden
days. Please contact Liz Moody on 01524 733877 or at j.brewster973
@btinternet.com if you would like, or could offer, transport.

There is no further news about the Society’s hoped-for future events. Details will
be e-mailed to members, and given in OK View, when available.
For now, enjoy the Spring weather, keep gardening, keep safe and keep well.
Verity Clinch, Secretary, OKDHS

Keep Active
Post COVID Exercise for the Over 60’s
Begins Monday 7th June 2021
Village Hall 5pm – 6pm
Gentle exercise some set to music including chair exercises.
We work on - mobility, stretching, balance, stamina, coordination, memory,
relaxation and general movement including some dance.

13

Joan Shaw (14th July 1925 - 13th April 2021)
Joan was born in the same year as the
Queen which delighted her and was
something she loved to share. Her
passing comes with an enormous
amount of sadness for the whole local
community as she was deeply loved
and had a wide range of interests and
talents.
She and her five siblings were brought
up in Kirkby, near Liverpool, on an
estate owned by Lord Sefton where her
father was a gamekeeper. At the onset
of war, Joan joined the Women’s Land
Army and worked for one of the estate
farmers, with her day starting at 6am
milking the cows. Her enthusiasm and
determination resulted in her being
awarded a certificate in dairy work. She
delivered the milk on a horse-drawn
float around the village with occasional
visits to the bakery in Liverpool.
With her competitive streak it was
inevitable that she became a life-long supporter of Liverpool Football Club, with
pictures of Steven Gerrard hung in the living room.
Following the tragic loss of her husband John she met Tom at the church where
they were both committed members and they were married in 1983.

When Joan and Tom moved to Church Bank in 1988, it gave her much pleasure to
be reunited with Dorothy Lucas who she had worked with in the Land Army. Once
in Over Kellet she became actively involved in helping to run the playgroup; was a
competitive and successful exhibitor at the annual Horticultural Society Show,
winning rosettes and cups for her baking and roses; she was a Trustee and
involved with the Village Hall and co-ordinated short tennis for many years.
Her enthusiasm and organisational skills were evident in the annual Strawberry
Fair she arranged: her scones and home-made jam were always greatly enjoyed.
Joan was very particular about having free-range eggs, presumably from her
childhood experience, and was delighted to have a local supplier.
Joan was a committed Christian and attendance at a Billy Graham rally had a
lasting impact on her life. She was always enthusiastic and articulate about
sharing her faith and was involved in all aspects of St Cuthbert’s, serving on the
Church Council and as a Churchwarden. Whilst in this role she formed a good
working relationship with the Archdeacon who seemed always to agree with her
well-reasoned requests, much to the delight of the Vicar!
Being a lady of prayer she was often visited by friends who had concerns, who
would be told “I’ve been praying for you.” She regularly attended the weekly Bible
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Study and was a passionate supporter of the Leprosy Mission to which she
encouraged many to contribute.
As her health deteriorated she was lovingly cared for by her daughter Dorothy and
son David. She was in no doubt that she would soon be with her Lord and Saviour.
When her daughter Dorothy said to her “Mum, I thought you would live forever” they
looked at each other smiled and she said “but I am.”

Joan was an example to us all and will be very greatly missed.
John and Angela Halsey

What’s in a Name?
The names given to areas of the countryside can tell us a lot about the former
uses of the land – take for instance Coney Garth, which occurs in two very small
plots in Town-end Meadow. This is the field on the right-hand side of Kellet Lane
going out of the village, near its junction with Capernwray Road. There is a
limestone outcrop in the north part of the field.
Coney is an old word for a mature rabbit; a garth is an enclosure to provide
protection – as in Goose Garth, where a girl would keep watch over the village
geese during the day. To modern minds, the thought that rabbits needed protection
in the distant past may seem a mystery. In The History of the Countryside, Oliver
Rackham provides enlightenment. Rabbits originated on the Iberian Peninsula and
were valued for their meat and fur. They were introduced into Britain by the
Normans following the Conquest. Rackham describes them as ‘delicate’ and in
need of shelter. Warrens, known as pillow mounds, were built for them using piles
of loose soil; sometimes an auger was used to drill tunnels. A rabbit was a luxury
item and worth more than a craftsman’s daily wage.
In our area, warrens were probably built in the late 13th to early 14th centuries,
introduced by the Dacres of Halton who owned Hall Garth and who also built the
deer park in 1326. They may well have used Hall Garth as a hunting lodge where
they could bring family, friends and allies.
Rabbits are adaptable creatures and became accustomed to the climate and
created their own burrows. They became free-ranging, a nuisance by 1500 and a
pest by the late 18th century. However, the virus myxomatosis decimated the
population in the 1950s, with up to 99% dead within two years. Even so, rabbit
damage is now estimated at over £100 million a year.
It is thanks to a field name, and to Oliver Rackham, that we can trace what
happened in Town-end Meadow some seven hundred years ago.
Reference
Oliver Rackham. The History of the Countryside. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1986,
pages 47 & 48.
Bob Escolme
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Village Listings for June (as at 16th May)
(Church Services: see page 4)

Keep Active

Mondays

17.00

OKVH

The Green
47 Greenways
4 Winder Garth
Church Bank

Mobile Library

Thursday 17

13.30
13.55
14.20
15.15

Parish Council

Tuesday 8th

19.15

OKVH

Playgroup 2-4 Years

Monday to Friday from 7th

08.30

OKVH

th

Refuse Collection June
Grey Bin: 7th & 21st
Green Bin & Recycling Boxes: 1st, 14th & 28th

(Information from https://planningdocs.lancaster.gov.uk/
bincalendars/Calendar03.pdf )

Do You Know A Local Charity That Might Be Worthy Of A
Prestigious Award?
The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service (QAVS), created to celebrate the
Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002, is the highest award given to volunteer groups
across the UK – equivalent to an MBE. It is awarded annually and for life. To be
eligible, the group must have three or more people and have been operating for at
least three years.
If you know of a local volunteer group giving outstanding service to our
community, then please consider nominating them for this award. The nomination
window for 2021/22 is now open and closes on 15th September 2021. You can
register a group for the award at https://qavs.culture.gov.uk/ If you would like more
information or assistance, please contact me at Court House, Over Kellet, or by
my mobile phone number 07813784891.
Malcolm McIllmurray
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A Message From County Councillor
Phillippa Williamson
Hello everyone and welcome to my May 2021
update, slightly shorter than usual because of the
recent local elections.
Local Election Results
Lancashire County Council's elections were held on
6th May 2021. There are 84 seats on Lancashire
County Council and the results were: Conservative
48; Labour 32; Green Party 2 and Liberal Democrat
2. The Conservative Party therefore remains in
control. Here in Lancaster Rural North I was both
proud and honoured to be re-elected as your
County Councillor and to become Leader (elect) of
Lancashire County Council (more about this in my
next update!). I am looking forward to continuing to work with residents to ensure we
support and protect our beautiful area and, more widely, to bring in investment, jobs,
and opportunities across the County.
Museums Reopen for Indoor Visits
We know that people haven't been able to get out and about as much due to the
COVID restrictions but, as we now get more normality back into our lives, it's a great
time to visit one of Lancashire’s museums to find out more about our area’s history.
Lancashire County Council owns or runs six museums: Clitheroe Castle Museum,
Gawthorpe Hall in Burnley, Rossendale’s Helmshore Mills Textile Museum,
Lancaster's Judges' Lodgings, Lancaster Castle and Queen Street Mill Textile
Museum in Burnley. Lancaster Castle and Helmshore Mills museums were able to
reopen for outdoor tours in April; now indoor tours and visits are possible. Booking is
recommended because of restrictions on the number of visitors who can be
admitted at any one time. You can book on-line by visiting our museums website at
www.lancashire.gov.uk/museums or contacting individual museums direct. Opening
hours will vary compared to pre-COVID times, so please check before you visit.
People visiting are reminded of the requirement to wear a face covering (unless
they are exempt) and that social distancing and other measures will still be in place.
Visitors will also be asked to use the NHS Test and Trace app or leave their contact
details when they visit. This information will be retained for twenty-one days.

UNICEF Baby Friendly Initiative Award
For a second time Lancashire has been awarded the gold standard by UNICEF for
its Baby Friendly Initiative (BFI). The programme helps provide sensitive and
effective care and support for mothers, enabling them to make informed choices for
them and their children. This is a great example of collaborative working between
maternity, perinatal mental health, speech and language, and children’s services –
as well as nurseries, schools and colleges – with a focus on effective training for
professionals and good practice across Lancashire. As a result, families across the
County have access to better support with baby feeding and with developing close,
loving relationships to help more babies get the best possible start in life.
#WhyWeCare - Foster Care Fortnight
Foster Care Fortnight is the UK’s biggest foster care awareness-raising campaign
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and is delivered by fostering charity The Fostering Network. Foster carers from all
backgrounds are welcomed in Lancashire and you just need to be over twenty-one
and have a spare room available by the end of the assessment process. There is a
generous allowance and new foster carers can expect to receive between £250 and
£428 per week for each child they care for. The Lancashire Foster Care Academy
will support new carers from their initial application, through training and their first
year of looking after a child or young person. There is also mentoring to provide
consistent and experienced support and a wellbeing activity programme is being
developed so foster carers, their families and children can access reduced-price or
free opportunities and activities. In addition, all new carers now benefit from a
welcome fee of £1,000 after they have fostered a child for two months. Becoming a
foster carer is to take on a role like no other, so if you are looking for a new lifestyle
or career in the aftermath of this dreadful pandemic, and believe you have the right
skills, you might want you to consider becoming a foster carer. To find out more visit
www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering or call our friendly team on 0300 123 6723.
Vaccination Roll-out
As at 20th May 868,848 people in Lancashire had received the first dose of vaccine,
of whom 86,534 were in the Lancaster District. In addition, 504,764 had received
the second dose, of whom 52,276 were in our local authority district. We are doing
well across the County, especially in the Lancaster area. As we all know, it is
important to keep up the pace of vaccination – not only to provide protection against
serious illness – but also to limit the spread of the disease.
COVID-19 Testing
There are lots of ways you can get tested. If you have any symptoms you should
have a free NHS test and stay at home until you receive the result. Regular testing
of people without symptoms is vital to help stop the virus from spreading. All
households with children of nursery, school or college age are being asked to take
twice-weekly tests. Many businesses offer testing for their staff. You can also pop
into any Community testing centre in the district where you can have a rapid lateral
flow test. The nearest centre for residents of Over Kellet is Carnforth Civic Hall
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Phillippa Williamson (continued)
which is open for tests on Fridays from 9.30am to 12.30pm. A full-page notice with
details of other centres in the Lancaster area is reproduced on page 17.
Finally
As ever, please keep in touch and stay safe and well. If I can be of help just let me
know (contact details are on the inside back cover of the magazine), especially if
you would like more information about anything covered or to receive a copy by
surface post or by e-mail.
County Councillor Phillippa Williamson

Footpath Diversion Approved
Lancashire County Council has informed the Parish Council that an order to divert
a footpath in the village has been confirmed and will become effective on 11 th May.
The footpath in question is over land at the former chicken sheds off Cockle Hill,
Kirkby Lonsdale Road. The new route is from near Yew Tree Barn and takes a
more direct route down the slope to join Maggie Eglin Lane. The diversion is
permanent and is the result of the development of the site of the chicken sheds for
housing. The Parish Clerk has posted a copy of the order on the village
noticeboard attached to the Village Shop and Post Office. Details have also been
added to the Parish Council website at https://overkelletpc.org/public-footpathdiversion-cockle-hill/
Peter Clinch
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City and County Election Results
The results of the elections held on 6th May are as follows:
Stuart Morris has been elected as City Councillor for Kellet Ward.
Stuart Charles Morris (Conservative) 447
Ross Douglas Hunter (Liberal Democrat) 271
Kathryn Anne Atkins (Independent) 161

Phillippa Williamson has been re-elected County Councillor for Lancaster
Rural North.
Phillippa Williamson (Conservative) 2,242
Luke Taylor (Labour) 1,076
Abi Mills (Green Party) 390
Catherine Pilling (Liberal Democrat) 288

Conservative Councillors retained control of the County Council. A few days later
they held a secret ballot to elect a leader following the retirement of Geoff Driver,
announced in February. Phillippa Williamson was elected leader, subject to a
confirmatory vote of all the authority’s members to be held in a few weeks’ time.
Phillippa was first elected to serve for Lancaster Rural North in 2017 and became
the Cabinet Member for children, young people and schools two years later. She
said she was "honoured" that the members had "put their faith" in her.
Sources:
www.lancaster.gov.uk/the-council-and-democracy/voting-and-elections/electionresults-2021
https://elections.lancashire.gov.uk/results/2021/divres.asp?div=0105&p=d

Cover Pictures
We are always looking for photographs to feature on our front cover. Photographs
of local activities, scenes, flora or wildlife are especially welcome and all will be
credited in the magazine. Portrait format is preferred if possible. Please send your
pictures to us at overkelletview@gmail.com
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Local Citizens Advice News
Coronavirus: your well-being and mental
health
The MIND website says:
“Coronavirus (COVID-19) is affecting all our
lives. Things are changing fast and many of
us are worrying about what it all means for
ourselves and for our loved ones. Those of
us already living with mental health problems
are facing extra challenges too”.
This article highlights three avenues for support:
material to read and quizzes to use to help you understand your feelings and what
you can do to help you feel more confident about the future;
organisations to contact to talk to someone who will understand your needs and
provide support;
organisations to contact in an emergency or if the lockdown has caused distress to
you or a loved one.
Material to read and quizzes to use
Included on Lancashire County Council’s website www.lancashire.gov.uk/health-and
-social-care/your-health-and-wellbeing/ is the 'One You' health quiz, ‘How Are You’,
to help you obtain personalised recommendations for improving your health. Check
out your score and see what tools and suggestions 'One You' offers to help you
change. Under 'Every Mind Matters' there are links to advice, information, support
and resources to help you manage your mental health and emotional well-being.
Lancaster City Council’s Community Hub, under the heading Help for Individuals,
on the website www.lancaster.gov.uk/sites/coronavirus-information provides
information and contacts for advice on a wide range of Coronavirus-related issues.
The drop-down lists at the foot on the page include links to regional and national
organisations offering help and support on mental health and well-being issues.
The NHS website www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/
depression-anxiety-self-assessment-quiz/ has a mood self-assessment quiz to help
you understand how you've been feeling recently and what you can do to improve
your mood. There are mental well-being audio guides to help you understand and
combat low mood, anxiety, problems sleeping, low confidence and unhelpful
thinking. The NHS also has a quiz specially tailored for the coronavirus outbreak at
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/your-mind-plan-quiz/ to provide tips and
advice on topics such as anxiety, low mood, stress, sleep and obtaining urgent
support.
The mental health charity MIND has a web-page at www.mind.org.uk/informationsupport/coronavirus/ with information on coronavirus and your well-being; coping
with going to work during the coronavirus pandemic; young people and coronavirus,
coronavirus and your rights to social care; and how to cope with bereavement and
grief. The charity has an 'infoline' on 0300 123 3393 available Monday to Friday
(except Bank Holidays) from 9am to 6pm; alternatively to obtain information e-mail
info@mind.org.uk or write to Mind Infoline, PO Box 75225, London, E15 9FS.
22

Lancashire MIND has similar information on its own website at www.lancashiremind.
org.uk/
People to talk to
Age UK Lancashire has a ‘Good Day Call’ service which canl be beneficial for
people over fifty years old who are isolated or living alone. The service is a daily
reassurance call provided by a trained member of their team to check on your
welfare or that of an older relative or friend. In addition to providing reassurance and
practical support, the caller will also chat about interests and how you are keeping
busy at home. Each person is given an approximate time slot to be called each day.
If the Age UK team member is unable to get through, they will call again in fifteen
minutes, then again in a further fifteen minutes. If they are still unable to get a reply,
or the reply they receive gives cause for concern, they will phone a named contact
who will arrange to check that everything is well. Each client needs to give Age UK
at least two named contacts for this purpose. If Age UK are still unable to make
contact they will approach other support services as appropriate. To register for the
service for yourself call 0300 303 1234 (charged at local rate) or e-mail
gooddaycalls@ageuklancs.org.uk If you are enquiring on behalf of someone else,
download and complete the Good Day Call Referral Form at the bottom of the page
www.ageuk.org.uk/lancashire/our-services/good-day-calls/ and e-mail it to goodday
calls@ageuklancs.org.uk
Another local well-being service is offered by n-compass www.n-compass.org.uk/
our-services/wellbeing Over the last few years this well-established organisation has
provided face-to-face support to over 30,000 people to help them change the way
they think and to take control of their lives. If you would like more information on
their Lancashire Well Being Service either phone them on 03450 138 208 (lines
open 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday - calls are charged at standard network rate);
or e-mail admin@n-compass.org.uk
The aim of the organisation Lancashire Women is to ensure that women are valued
and treated as equals. Their website describes a range of support and advice
services at https://lancashirewomen.org/. At the foot of the page is a self-referral
message form to send if you would like a member of the staff to contact you. If you
want to refer a member of your family or a friend to their service phone 0300 330
1354 for advice.
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Citizens Advice (continued)
On 4th May the Government introduced a new Mental Health Breathing Space
Scheme to help anyone in debt and with mental health issues obtain support and
‘breathing space’ (meaning legal protection from their creditors) for sixty days or, if
the person is in crisis, for the duration of the crisis and a further thirty days after. The
scheme can only be accessed by registered debt advice agencies (Citizens Advice
is one). Anyone with mental health problems and debts which they are struggling to
manage is encouraged to contact us either by phone or by e-mail using the details
given at the end of this article. For more information on the scheme see
www.gov.uk/government/publications/debt-respite-scheme-breathing-spaceguidance/debt-respite-scheme-breathing-space-guidance-for-creditors
Emergency help
If you or a person you know is suffering deep depression and has suicidal thoughts
these organisations can offer assistance:
The Samaritans have a special web-page at www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/
support-and-information/if-youre-having-difficult-time/if-youre-worried-about-yourmental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak/ devoted to helping both those who are
worried about their mental health and others with concern for a relative or friend.
You can contact the Samaritans 24/7 by phoning free on 116 123 or by e-mail to
jo@samaritans.org. During the coronavirus emergency their face-to-face service
has been suspended.
Lancashire and South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust offers a freephone wellbeing, mental health helpline and texting service. It is available Monday to Friday
7am-11pm and Saturday and Sunday 12 noon to midnight by phoning 0800 915
4640. More details are available at www.lscft.nhs.uk/Mental-Health-Helpline
Depending on your state of mind you should either contact one of the support
organisations listed above, or your GP or local A&E Department.
Finally, if you are suffering domestic abuse and experiencing an emergency, dial
999. If for whatever reason you cannot talk to the operator, dial 55 and local
services will be alerted.
North Lancashire Citizens Advice
New local service
If you are registered with either of the local GP practices in Carnforth you can book
at their surgery to make an appointment for a Citizens Advice adviser to contact you
at home by telephone or Zoom.
Our other services
We offer e-mail advice via enquiries@northlancashirecab.org.uk To speak to an
adviser use the Adviceline Service 0808 2787 882 (Monday to Friday, 10am to
4pm). Our national self-help website is at www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Advertising in Over Kellet View
Please contact Peter Clinch (01524 734591) or e-mail overkelletview@gmail.com
for further information.
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Weather Data for Over Kellet April 2021
On average April is the driest month of the year in this part of the world; this year
was no exception. Just as in 2020, the wet weather stopped suddenly in late March
and April was then extremely dry.
But, unlike last year, this April saw mainly light northerly and north-easterly winds
bringing cold dry air from Arctic regions. This weather pattern of high pressure over
Greenland remained locked in place for almost the whole month. With clear skies,
night frosts were a regular, with a record low of -6.0°C on 7th April and five other
nights with a low of -3°C or below. It is not unusual to have frost in April, but it is
very unusual to have so many nights with frost; seventeen in total!
Light snow flurries were seen on 4th, 5th and 6th; light rain on 8th proved to be the last
significant rain until 27th.
With clear skies and warm spring sunshine, daytime temperatures were generally
around average – albeit only for a few hours in the middle of each day. The warmest
week was 19th to 25th with a high of 20.7°C on 24th.
Those with pollen allergies may have noticed very high levels of ash and birch tree
pollen around 16th to 18th, much of which was of Scandinavian origin. The pollen
caused a thick blue haze, which persisted because of the light winds and lack of
rain.

The 27th and 30th April brought
most of the month’s rain. In fact,
two hours on the afternoon of
30th gave 7.4mm of rain, nearly
half of the whole month’s total of
16.7mm. This was the second
driest April I have recorded and
way below the month’s average
of 61mm.
Average
daily
minimum
temperatures
were
-0.2°C,
some 4°C below normal and the
coldest in my twenty-three years
of measurements. This was
colder than every month in the
winter except January! Average
daily maximum temperatures
were normal at 12.5°C.
The long-term average rainfall
figures show that each calendar
month now gets slightly wetter
through until October, which
normally has over twice as
much rain as April. Enjoy the
drier weather while it lasts.
Martin Lord
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OK View - 10 Years Ago (June 2011)
The Editorial commented that “Over Kellet may not have featured many street
parties on 29th April” – the day of the of the wedding of Prince William and Catherine
Middleton – “but there were certainly abundant signs of support for the Royal
Wedding celebrations”. The news report from the village school described “a street
party style lunch, but with traditional roast beef and all the children and staff dressed
up in either patriotic colours or as princes and princesses. The boys looked
wonderful in suits and ties alongside some very pretty princess outfits. Not to be
outdone, our Reception class teacher, Mrs Askew, became ‘Queen Jane’ for the day
as she dressed in a full length regal outfit!” Headteacher Jo Williams reported that
the school “collected donations as part of our fun day and sent them to William and
Kate’s charity fund set up as a gift website for their wedding”.
Unfortunately other news about community initiatives was disappointing. The School
had decided to cancel the Summer Fair because of dwindling support to run the
event, which was also proving very costly. In the Annual Report of the Parish
Council, the Chairman, Prof John Crewdson, noted with disappointment “that
following David Hasted relinquishing the role of press correspondent for the village
no other person had come forward to take on this particular mantle”. David’s role
was to send a regular report on village news and events to the local newspapers.
Prof Crewdson mused that “perhaps the Over Kellet View is sufficient but it would
be of interest to others living outside the village to know what is going on if a report
was to be placed in the local press on a regular basis”. In the subsequent ten years
to date, the local press in north Lancashire and south Cumbria has felt significant
pressures from declining readership and falling revenues. Perhaps ‘localism’ (the
preference for one's own area or region) is dying.
Peter Clinch

THE 200 CLUB
The result of the draw for April was:
1st

(£25)

Mr C Bell (40)

2nd

(£15)

Mrs F Wells (97)

3rd

(£10)

Mr R Duckworth (179)
Paul Budd
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Local Services

Please note that the ‘normal’ opening times listed here may be subject to change during the
COVID-19 emergency. You are advised to check before visiting.

Over Kellet
Village Store and Post Office, Craig & Tracy Burns, The Green, LA6 1BU
M-F 7.00-17.45 (PO 9.00-17.30); Sa 7.00-13.00 (PO 9.00-12.30); last postal
collection: M-F 16.45, Sa 11.00
The Eagles Head Pub, Gary & Helena Torch, Nether Kellet Road, LA6 1DL
M-F 11.30-14.30, 17.00-24.00; Sa, Su 11.30-24.00

733207
732457

Carnforth

Health:

Dentists:

Opticians:

Vets:

Library:

Ashtrees, Market Street, LA5 9JU
Pharmacy M-F 7-23.00; Sa 8-18.30; Su 8-18.00
Surgery M 8.30-19.30; Tu 8-18.30; W, Th 7.30-18.30; F 8-18.30
Boots Pharmacy, 24 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-Th 8.30-18.00;
F 8.30-17.30; Sa 9-17.00
NHS Out of Hours Service
Park View Surgery, 21 New Street, LA5 9BX M-F 8-16.45
Well Pharmacy, 9 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-F 8.30-17.30

727877
720000
732955

111
01539 715555
732712

Anne King, 46 Market Street, LA5 9LB M,Tu, W 8.30-1700;
Th 8.30-17.15; F 8.30-16.30 (closed daily for lunch 12.45-13.45)
Viva Dental, 29A Market Street, LA5 9JX M 9-17.30; Tu, W, Th 8.3018.30; F 8.45-16.30
Butterfields, 46c Market Street, LA5 9LB M-F 9-17.30;
Sa 9-14.00
Philip Jones, 15 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-F 9-17.30; Sa 9-17.00

733867

Alison Lee, 2 Queen Street, LA5 9EB M-F 9-19.00; Sa 10-13.00; 24-hour
emergency service
Burch Tree Vets, 39 Lancaster Road, LA5 9LD M-F 8.30-19.00; Sa 8.3012; emergency clinic Su 10-12; 24-hour emergency service

735249

Lancaster Road, LA5 9DZ Su & M, Closed; Tu, 9.00-19.00; W & Sa, 9.00
–13.00; Th & F, 9.00-17.00

735431
732724
730055

720002
0300 123 6703

Stagecoach Route 49 Bus Timetable (at time of going to press)
M-Fri

M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat

Warton, Croftlands

07.20

09.20 10.20

11.20

12.20 13.20

14.20

15.20 17.05

Carnforth, Market St

07.28

09.28 10.28

11.28

12.28 13.28

14.28

15.28 17.13

Over Kellet

07.36

09.36 10.36

11.36

12.36 13.36

14.36

15.36 17.21

Nether Kellet

07.42

09.42 10.42

11.36

12.42 13.42

14.42

15.42 17.27

Halton

07.52

09.52 10.52

11.52

12.52 13.52

14.52

15.52 17.37

Lancaster

08.10

10.10 11.10

12.10

13.10 14.10

15.10

16.10 17.55

Sat

M-Sat M-Sat

M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat

Sat

M-Sat

Lancaster

09.30

10.30 11.30

12.30

13.30 14.30

15.30

16.15

17.15

Halton

09.47

10.47 11.47

12.47

13.47 14.47

15.47

16.32

17.32

Nether Kellet

09.57

10.57 11.57

12.57

13.57 14.57

15.57

16.42

17.42

Over Kellet

10.03

11.03 12.03

13.03

14.03 15.03

16.03

16.48

17.48

Carnforth, Haws Hill

10.12

11.12 12.12

13.12

14.12 15.12

16.12

16.57

17.57

Warton, Croftlands

10.20

11.20 12.20

13.20

14.20 15.20

16.20

17.05

18.05

30

Over Kellet Directory
LOCAL AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVES
COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor Phillippa Williamson
Denny Bank, Arkholme, Carnforth LA6 1AX
Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk

221788

DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillor Stuart Morris
409282
Flat 1, 57-59 West End Road, Morecambe, LA4 4DR
smorris@lancaster.gov.uk
PARISH COUNCIL
Meet at 7.15pm on second Tuesday of
month
Chairman
Graham Agnew
733407
Vice Chair
Stephen Atkins
720605
Derek Johnson
733804
Martin May
881256
Jean Metcalfe
07795 482403
Clerk
Derek Whiteway
07805 260976
clerk@overkelletpc.org
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Police Station, Lancaster
PCSO Paul Shepherd
Paul.Shepherd@lancashire.pnn.police.uk

101

PC Rob Barnsley, Community Beat Manager
3573@lancashire.pnn.police.uk
Co-ordinator
Area Co-ordinators:
Central
Kirklands
Western
Eastern
Far Eastern
Northern
Southern
Northeast
Capernwray

Jane Ward

733947

Malcolm McIllmurray
732921
Tony Wells
733848
Bev Carling
736393
Sandra KlijnPassant
884331
Jane Ward
733947
(Currently Vacant)
Alison Harper
734372
(Currently Vacant)
Derek Burnside
07905 449636

QUARRIES
Liason Officer
Derek Johnson
Leapers Wood Quarry
Back Lane Quarry

733804
07483 357834
738888

FOOTPATHS AND TREE OFFICER
(Currently Vacant)

732972
884962
720628

VILLAGE SCHOOL
Darren Newiss
Headteacher

732097

VILLAGE HALL
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Bookings Sec.
Maintenance

Peter Thomas
Liz Moody
John Gooch
Lesley Gee
Roger Cowling

298979
733877
733240
733088

VILLAGE ACTIVITY REPRESENTATIVES
Badminton

Jane Storer

734265

Bowls

Lindsay Angus

734964

Keep Active

Lesley Gee

733240

OK & District Horticultural Society
Chairman
(Currently Vacant)
Verity Clinch
Secretary
Marilyn Whinfield
Treasurers
Pat Woolstencroft

734591
07753 435792
733965

Playgroup
Short Tennis

Lynsey Winder
(Currently Vacant)

730904

Twinning Assn
Walking Group
Contacts

Liz Brumitt

735013

Geoff Jackson
Ron/Lorna Oswald

736103
736523

Womens Institute
Christine Bolton
President
Lindsay Angus
Secretary
Sheila Cooper
Treasurer

735030
734964
733787

VILLAGE WEBSITE
www.overkellet.org
Updated info. to: Gordon Galloway

720872

OK VIEW
200 Club

Liz Moody

733877

Nick Ward
Lesley Gee

733947
733240

B4RN
Contacts

EMERGENCY PLAN GROUP
Paul Bond

PARISH LENGTHSMAN
Mike Ashton - contact Cllr Metcalfe or the
Parish Clerk

THOMAS WITHERS CHARITY
Secretary
David Mills

St CUTHBERT'S CHURCH
Vicar
(Currently Vacant)
John Halsey
Secretary
Penny Burnside
Church Warden
Linda Thomas
Church Warden

732194

paul@okplan.co.uk

SUPPORT OK
Graham Agnew
Lesley Gee
Jane & Nick Ward
Paul Bond
team@okplan.co.uk

733407
733240
733947

All six-figure telephone numbers in the directory are prefixed by the STD code 01524
(note that VOIP-based landlines, including those of many B4RN subscribers, require the full telephone number,
including the STD code, to be dialled)
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