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The November View
Digging deep – quarrying
In past issues we have reported in general terms about the plans the two
companies which run Back Lane and Leapers Wood Quarries have to increase the
depth of their excavations. On pages 10 and 14 we report discussions by the Parish
Council (PC) on the initial planning documents. The companies wish to lower the
floors of the two excavations by a staggering sixty metres, meaning they will
eventually lie thirty-seven metres below present sea level. The Ashton Memorial in
Lancaster is about 50 metres high, so each of the new excavations would more than
hide that huge building. The excavations should extend the working life of the
quarries to the end of 2065. The environmental impact could be colossal.
On page 16 we print an invitation to residents from the PC’s Quarries Liaison
Officer, Cllr Derek Johnson, to complete an on-line survey he has devised on behalf
of the PC to discover the present impact of blasting and other quarrying operations
on residents’ lives. People without internet access can request a survey form from
him – his contact details are printed on the inside of the back cover of OK View. The
results of the survey will be sent to the quarry operators to form part of the evidence
in the Environmental Impact Assessment they are required to prepare to enable the
local authority to assess the impact of the proposals. It is obviously important that
residents take this opportunity to complete the survey so that as full and accurate a
picture of the extent of the present area affected by dust, vibration and noise from
the site is known.
Digging deep – patience with housing developments
Residents will be aware from the noise that work has started behind Church Bank.
As we report on page 18 the contractors have already contravened the Tree
Protection Plan and probably caused damage to hedges and trees at the site
boundary.
Since early 2019 some residents towards the east end of the village have had to live
with a succession of as many as six different building construction sites of which
four are still operating. The noise of diggers, dumper trucks and masonry saws can
be clearly heard INSIDE some homes, especially those unfortunate enough to be
downwind of the sites. In addition the obligatory builders’ radios blast out thumping
music, workers shout to one another, swear and blaspheme. There has also been
the inconsiderate and at times dangerous parking of builders’ vehicles in
surrounding streets. Residents close to the development behind Church Bank and
near the site of the fifty-five homes behind Hall Garth Gardens, where construction
seems likely to start shortly, may need to dig deep into their reserves of patience
over the next couple of years.
Continued overleaf
Photo credits
Front cover
Leapers Wood Quarry seen from the new public viewing platform – see pages 10,
14 and 16. Photo Peter Clinch.
Back Cover
Top: The School Rugby Team (see page 7). Photo Darren Newiss.
Bottom: Members of Playgroup pose in front of the JCB machine they spent a day
learning about and exploring recently (see page 8). Photo: Playgroup staff.
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The November View (continued)
Beware Booths car park!
A resident has asked us to print this tale of woe resulting from parking for longer
than two hours on Booths car park: “The camera spies are mega-vigilant and two
hours maximum means precisely that. Two hours and five minutes led to a £20 per
minute overstay fine!” Booths car park is operated by ParkingEye Ltd on behalf of
the grocers and signs around the site state that there is a £100 penalty fee for
staying longer than the permitted free two hours. If you find you are overstaying
your welcome, why not make it worthwhile by not rushing back? You might as well
be hung for a sheep as a lamb!

Peter Clinch

Church News
With the end of British summer time, nights are drawing in and Advent is
approaching.
On 21st November, which is the last Sunday before Advent, the prayer in the Book
of Common Prayer reads “Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people: that they,
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously
rewarded: through Jesus Christ our Lord.” From Victorian times ‘stir up Sunday’ has
been the day associated with the tradition of all family members stirring up the
Christmas pudding before steaming and storing ready for Christmas. A timely
reminder!
The challenge of this prayer for Christians is that we will be stirred up and
encouraged by the Holy Spirit to follow the example of the Lord Jesus' life and
teaching, so that our lives become more fruitful by becoming more like Him and
loving our neighbour as ourselves.
Remembrance Day
On Thursday 11th November a coffee morning will be held in St Cuthbert’s between
10am and 12 noon in support of the Royal British Legion’s centenary. This will
include the nation’s two-minutes’ silence at 11am. Windows will have displays of
memorabilia from the two World Wars. All are welcome to attend, a separate poster
advertising this event is on page 28.
Remembrance Sunday
After our service of morning
worship at St Cuthbert’s at
10am on 14th November we will
meet at the Village Green War
Memorial for a short act of
remembrance at 10.55, to
remember those from the
village who died in both wars.
[Editor’s
note:
the
accompanying photo, kindly
supplied by Bill Pickles, shows
the unveiling of the War
Memorial on 21st June 1921.]
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Wreaths will be laid by representatives from the Church, Parish Council, Mere Fell
children’s home and Wilson’s Endowed School. Both services will be led by Rev
Clive Duxbury.
Gift Day
The maintenance of our Grade II* listed church building, with the need to repair the
east stained-glass Booker window, the east gable end and coping stones, adds
additional expense to our routine outgoings. It is always a challenge for a small
congregation to meet these unexpected expenses and those of the ministry and
witness of the church. St Cuthbert’s is not only a place for Christian worship but also
a valuable resource for the local community. As it is our gift day on 21st of November
we would be grateful for your generous support whether you are a regular church
member or not. Donations can be made in the envelope enclosed in this issue of
Over Kellet View and either brought to this service, given to a churchwarden or a
member of the congregation, or posted in the letter box of Graythwaite, Kirkby
Lonsdale Road. If you are a taxpayer, completing and signing the Gift Aid envelope
will increase your gift to the church by 25%.
Donations to the Foodbank
The local foodbank has written to express sincere thanks to all those who so
generously contributed gifts at our harvest service and on a weekly basis.
Students
We have been pleased to welcome placement students from Capernwray Hall:
Caleb Holmes and Molly Nesse are both from the USA, and Laura Seiler is from
Germany. They will be joining us until Easter.
Sunday School
Fish Club at St Cuthbert’s Church is resuming this term. For more information,
please contact Jackie Gibson on 07791 949 856.
November services
All are warmly welcome to join us at any of our October Sunday services, which
start at 10.30am except 14th which starts at 10.00am.
7th

Morning Worship

David Carling

14th

Remembrance Sunday

Rev Clive Duxbury

21st

Morning Worship & Gift Day

Derek Burnside

28th

Holy Communion

Rev Graham Burrows
John Halsey, Church Warden

Where to buy OK View
Since the closure of the Village Store current issues of OK View can be bought by
non-residents for £1.00 at The Eagles Head.
Past issues are available free to residents by contacting Peter Clinch (01524
734591).
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Wilson’s Endowed School News
Workshops for Oaks Class
Dr Irene Wise from Lancaster
University ran some wonderful
interactive workshops for Oaks
recently. She really engaged the
children who learnt all about
generating environmentally friendly
energy through renewable sources.
The children had great fun testing
windmills as the pictures show. Then
she also ran an engineering day
considering the problems of landing
the Mars Rover! We must say a
massive thank you to Irene for
working with us and we look forward
to your next visit!
Harvest
A huge thank you to Derek Burnside
for leading our Harvest Worship in St
Cuthbert’s Church. It was lovely that
so many of our parents and families
could join us to celebrate in our first
time back at church for a long time –
we’ve missed it so it was great to be
back!
Author Visit - Spylark
Rowans and Oaks classes were
lucky enough to have an author visit
a few weeks ago. Danny Rurlander, author of Spylark, which is about a boy who has
an accident but then uses his drone to stumble upon a terrorist plot. Danny
explained how to become an author and gave some top tips on how to be
successful. He was also kind
enough to autograph some of
the children’s books. His new
book will also be out soon so
we’re keeping an eye out!
Diversity Week
We recently held a diversity
week focused on race and
disability. The work centred
around the Bible verse from
Galatians 3:28: There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there
is neither male nor female:
for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. We encouraged each
6

other to open our eyes and hearts to difference, to celebrate the variety of life
around us and be thankful for the individual gifts we all have.
Rugby tournament
The school rugby team (see photo on back cover) were thrilled to enter the Lune
Valley School rugby tournament. They played some fantastic rugby, there were
some impressive individual tries but also brilliant teamwork when defending. They
competed with some strong leadership and great sportsmanship; we’re very proud
of our team as they reached the final but narrowly lost out. Congratulations to
Arkholme for winning!

Darren Newiss, Headteacher
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News From Over Kellet Playgroup
The children have had a busy first half
of term learning all about the farm
through different stories, for example:
The Little Red Hen, The Three Little
Pigs and What the Ladybird Heard. We
have enjoyed taking walks around the
village looking at the world around us
and especially enjoyed watching the
building works at the end of
Greenways.
We ended the first half with a treat for
the children. Scot JCB Ltd, in Carnforth,
kindly arranged for a digger to spend
the day at Playgroup. The children
loved exploring the outside of the digger
and sitting in the driver’s seat (see the
photos here and on back cover). It was
a perfect way to end so many busy
days this term and all the children left
for the holidays with huge smiles on
their faces and full of chat about their
time on the digger. We would like to
send a huge thanks to the JCB team
who organised this for our children: “it was the best day ever”.
Lynsey Winder
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Parish Council – October 2021
The meeting was held in the Village Hall and attended by Parish Councillors Agnew,
Johnson and Metcalfe. Apologies were received from Cllr May and County
Councillor Williamson.
Six members of the public were present, as well as our reporter.
Since the last Parish Council (PC) meeting, Nether Kellet and Over Kellet PCs had
jointly sent a letter to City Councillor Morris noting that he had not attended any
Parish Council meeting since he was elected in May. He had responded that he will
attend meetings when he can. His non-attendance was in stark contrast to the
diligence and support shown by the two previous City Councillors. The PC asked
the Clerk to draw Cllr Morris’ non-attendance to the attention of the Head of
Democratic Services at Lancaster City Council.
Planning applications
The plans and documents submitted to Lancaster City Council for approval
may be viewed by going to https://planning.lancaster.gov.uk/onlineapplications/ and typing the application reference number into the search box.
Then, to view individual documents, click Related Documents followed by
View Associated Documents.
The following new applications to Lancaster City Council were considered:

21/00705/OUT – Outline application for the development of one agricultural worker’s
dwelling and sewage treatment plant on a field at Netherbeck. The PC had made no
comment on this application when it was submitted in the summer. It now
reconsidered the application following a query raised by a nearby resident. The PC
noted that the dwelling is intended for use by an agricultural worker to look after the
animals in the surrounding fields. The PC re-confirmed its decision to make no
comment.
21/01120/ELDC – Existing lawful development certificate for three silos at Lower
Addington Farm, Birkland Barrow, Nether Kellet. The site is not within the parish and
the application is not officially open for consultation. The PC noted that a previous
application for five silos had been refused.
21/01218/FUL - Demolition of existing garage, erection of an agricultural worker’s
dwelling (C3) and installation of a waste water package treatment plant at Hoggetts
Lane Farm, Kirkby Lonsdale Road. The bungalow’s location and design show it is
clearly intended for an agricultural worker. The PC made no comment.
SCP/2021/0001 and SCP/2021/0002 – Scoping request for the deepening of quarry
operations, extension to phased extraction area and extension of time for quarrying
and restoration operations at Back Lane Quarry, Back Lane, Carnforth, and Leapers
Wood Quarry, Kellet Road, Carnforth.

The PC noted that this is the first step in a lengthy process to deepen the quarries
significantly and extend their life to the end of 2065. The PC decided to write to the
applicants stating that it was taking action to research current vibration, noise and
air pollution matters and that the results will be provided to the quarry companies for
them to take into account in the production of their Environmental Impact
Assessment. [Editor’s Note: a fuller report of discussion on the quarry plans and the
proposed research is given later in this report].
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The decision of Lancaster City Council was still awaited on the following
applications:
20/00811/RCN – removal of planning condition number 4 of planning consent given
in 1993 for forty caravans at Old Hall Caravan Park, Capernwray Road,
Capernwray.
20/01201/FUL – Change of use of open space to site three static caravans and
other works at Castle View Caravan Park, Borwick Road, Capernwray.
20/01373/FUL – change of use of agricultural land to site twenty seven caravans
with alterations to land levels, etc, at New England Caravan Park, Capernwray
Road, Capernwray.
20/01462/FUL – demolition of two stable buildings and erection of three singlestorey buildings for use as office and training facilities with a staff facilities building
and stable block at Addington Lodge, Addington Road, Nether Kellet.
21/00116/VCN – erection of a block of five stables and farm office block at
Addington Lodge, Addington Road, Nether Kellet.
21/0160/TPO – Pruning of five common ash trees and crown lift to two hazel trees
subject to Tree Preservation Orders along the track from Church Bank to the
development site behind Church Bank.
21/00543/FUL – Erection of nineteen holiday chalets with associated access, car
parking and landscaping and installation of a sewage treatment plant at Capernwray
Diving Centre, Jackdaw Quarry, Capernwray Road.
21/00363/FUL & 21/00358/LB – application to demolish some outbuildings, change
the use of and conversion of existing barn (with associated application for listed
building consent) to permit five dwellings, etc, at Old Hall Farm, Kirkby Lonsdale
Road.
21/00561/FUL – change of use of land to site forty two static caravans to replace
forty five touring caravans and the creation of an amenity area at Maggots
Woodland, Castle View Caravan Park, Borwick Road.

21/00705/OUT – Outline application for the development of one agricultural worker’s
dwelling and sewage treatment plant on a field at Netherbeck.
21/00741/FUL – Change of use of car park for the siting of two timber pods for use
as holiday lets and associated works at the Redwell Inn, Kirkby Lonsdale Road,
Arkholme
21/01012/FUL – Partially retrospective application for the widening of an existing
access and erection of a gate on land off Nether Kellet Road.
20/01025/RCN – use of land as holiday and touring caravan park to allow for allyear-round occupancy (removal of condition number 2 from planning permission
granted in 1993). Old Hall Caravan Park, Capernwary Road, Capernwray.
21/01042/ADV – Advertisement application for the display of two non-illuminated
free-standing signs and flagpoles on fields near the junction of Capernwray Road
and Kellet Lane, part of Old Hall Farm, Kirkby Lonsdale Road.
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Parish Council (continued)
Lancaster City Council has approved the following applications:
21/00517/FUL – demolition of existing bungalow and erection of replacement;
change of use of agricultural land to residential at Leapers Rock, Kellet Road.
Lancaster City Council has refused the following application:
21/00076/FUL – change of use of land to site seven static caravans at Redwell
Caravan Park, Kirkby Lonsdale Road.
Other matters
Lengthsman’s Contract
The Clerk reported that that outstanding matters with Bolton-le-Sands PC and
payments to Over Kellet PC by the City and County Councils appeared to be being
resolved successfully.
Ash die-back
A City Council Tree Officer had visited
Over Kellet recently to survey ash
trees.
The
City Council
was
undertaking the survey pro-actively
and, contrary to what was said and
reported at last month’s PC, Nether
Kellet PC had not contacted the City
Council to request a survey. It was
believed that the focus of the survey
would be on trees alongside roads
and footpaths. The Clerk was asked to
verify this with the City Council. A
resident drew attention to the serious
condition of a very large ash tree at
the top of the footpath through the
fields reached from beside the Old
School, at the point where there is
stile into the woods owned by the
quarry. Cllr Johnson was given a
photograph of the tree and would
draw it to the attention of the quarry
owners when he met them at one of
their regular meetings.
Grass cutting on Top Green
The PC will ask the Allotments Association for permission to leave the grass cuttings
there for composting, but no action had been taken so far.
Possibility of an outreach Post Office in the Village Hall
Following the public meeting held on Tuesday 5th October (reported on page 15) the
Village Hall Trustees had decided that they needed to make a charge for the use of
the meeting room for the mobile Post Office. The rent would be £3.50 per hour
(£7.00 per week for a two-hour session). It was also noted that the Postmaster’s
budget to provide the service was extremely tight. It was feared that if he was
unable to meet the charge the service would be offered to another village. Following
12
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Parish Council (continued)
discussion the PC agreed in principle to cover the rental cost for a limited period,
subject to the Clerk ensuring that this arrangement was permitted by the financial
regulations under which the PC operated.
Proposed extension to the life of the quarries
Cllr Johnson reported that the quarry companies wished to deepen both Back Lane
and Leapers Wood quarries (see photo of Leapers Wood on front cover) from the
present level of about 40 metres above sea level to 37 metres below sea level. The
would require the removal of about 60 metres depth of rock. There would be no
increase in the hours of work or lorry traffic using the site. The plan would extend
the life of the quarries until the end of 2065.
The quarry companies have taken the first step by submitting a scoping request to
Lancaster City Council. It was envisaged that the companies would carry out a
number of surveys to compile an Environmental Impact Assessment. It was
important that residents had an opportunity to contribute information about their
experiences of the operation of the site. Cllr Johnson had prepared a draft of a
survey questionnaire for residents and would circulate it to other Councillors. Then it
would be placed on the PC’s website for residents to complete. People without
access to the internet will be encouraged to contact him to obtain a paper copy to
complete. He emphasised that responses would be anonymised.

It was important that residents who did not experience vibration, noise or dust
pollution should completed the questionnaire so that as full a picture as possible of
the impact on the village of quarrying was provided to the companies and the City
Council to help them assess the planning applications. The companies will hold a
public exhibition in Over Kellet when their plans and supporting evidence are
complete, but this will be some time off. [See pages 16-17 for Cllr Johnson’s article
on his survey.]
Arrangements for Christmas on The Green
The PC agreed to ask the quarry companies to donate a Christmas Tree as they
had done in the past. It was also agreed that since the tree supplied is now very
large, David Walling be approached to provide expertise and equipment to lift it into
place and take it down. If he is unable to assist a professional contractor will need to
be engaged.
Parish Council noticeboard on gable wall of Village Store
Tony Wells, who made the noticeboard, and the Lengthsman will liaise to remove
the noticeboard to the bus shelter. Some adjustments to the shelter’s seat will need
to be made.
Track from Church Bank to new housing site.
It was reported that the the City Council had approved work to lift the tree crowns to
allow high vehicles access to the building site. The work was carried out very shortly
after. Residents drew attention to the amount of mud left on Church Bank and
Nether Kellet Road by vehicles using the site. The Clerk was asked to write to the
developer.
Contractors’ vehicles parked on Woodland View
A resident reported that a number of neighbours had complained to the City
Council’s Planning Case Officer about the number of contractors’ vehicles parked
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on the street and even encroaching onto private driveways. The PC confirmed that
notifying the Council was the best approach to try to get the issue resolved.
Overgrown hedges alongside footpath to the school
The PC agreed to send a letter to each of the residents whose property abutted the
footpath reminding them of their duty to cut the hedge to ensure the footpath was
passable safely.
Complaint about dog fouling in the grounds of Wilson’s Endowed School
A resident had sent a letter to the City Council (and a copy to the PC) about dog
excrement being left in the grounds of the school and especially near the play
equipment. One child had got poo on himself. It was noted that the Dog Wardens
had visited the village. It was also noted that some of the traditional dog-walking
locations in the village were no longer available, such as the field at the top of
Cockle Hill.
Vehicles speeding through the village
The Clerk reported that Andy Pratt, the newly appointed chair of the Lancashire
Road Safety Partnership, had responded to the PC’s concerns and was willing to
come to a meeting and talk about the Partnership’s work and listen to the issues
raised.
The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 9th November at
7.15pm.

Peter Clinch

Plans for Mobile Post Office Discussed
More than twenty residents attended a meeting at the Village Hall on Tuesday 5th
October at which David Normington, Sub-Postmaster at Carnforth, outlined plans for
a mobile Post Office to visit Over Kellet regularly. He made clear that the final
decisions on whether such a service would be operated rested with Post Office
Counters and not the staff at Carnforth. However, a mobile service is already
provided by Carnforth Post Office staff to six locations across north Lancashire, four
of them in village halls.
It is intended that the service to Over Kellet would operate for two hours on a single
afternoon each week in the Meeting Room in the Village Hall. Tuesday afternoon is
the favoured day since there would be no safeguarding or other issues with the
Playgroup, and that afternoon is available on the mobile Post Office route schedule.
For logistical reasons it may not be possible to offer a second two-hour session at
Village Hall, even if demand turns out to be high, but a location in Nether Kellet
would be favoured for the second session, possibly on a Wednesday or Friday.
The mobile Post Office would be able to offer all the services that the Post Office on
The Green offered. It would sell stamps and mobile top-ups, receive mail (including
parcels), offer banking services (though the staff would have only a limited amount
of cash on hand, for insurance reasons). Foreign currency could be ordered one
week in advance but would not be available on demand. During the hours it
operated a demountable Post Office sign would be placed on the wall of the Village
Hall.
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Mobile Post Office (continued)
The Village Hall Trustees and members of the Parish Council will discuss whether
any payment should be requested from Post Office Counters for the use of the
meeting room; it was noted that none of the village halls already visited made any
charge for a service that is of benefit to many residents.
A proposal was put to the meeting for a show of hands in favour of a mobile Post
Office. This was supported unanimously. David Normington would report the
decision to Post Office Counters; he was unable to say definitely when the service
could start, since room-hire matters need to be agreed and Post Office Counters
consent received. It was hoped to be in November.
Peter Clinch

Quarry News
Future developments at the quarries
The operators of Back Lane and Leapers Wood Quarries are seeking approval to
deepen both quarries beyond the currently approved depth. The deepening of the
quarries would extend their working lives to the end of 2065, but there would be no
increase in annual output and consequently no increase in working hours or the
amount of HGV traffic.
To obtain permission to deepen the quarries the operators will need to carry out an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for each quarry. The broad terms of
reference for the EIA have been set out in two scoping reports. These can be
accessed
on
the
Lancashire
County
Council
website
http://
planningregister.lancashire.gov.uk/ To view the documents click Enter Search
Criteria listed at the bottom of the page and then on the form which appears enter
the application number SCP/2021/0001 (for Back Lane) or SCP/2021/0002 (for
Leapers Wood).
The key issues which each EIA will need to address have been identified as noise,
ground-borne vibration and air over-pressure, air quality and dust. As part of the
EIA there will be a phase of Community Engagement consisting of a public
exhibition in Over Kellet at which the public will have an opportunity to comment.
To try to ensure that the engagement phase is productive the Parish Council has
agreed to conduct a survey available to all households to complete, through which
respondents will be able to provide information on their experience of noise, blasting
and dust. The collated information will be sent to the quarry operators before the
exhibition to allow them to address the key concerns at the exhibition. The survey
form can be accessed at the Over Kellet Parish Council website at
https://
overkelletpc.org/survey/
To ensure anonymity in the presentation of the results, responses from households
within the village centre will be aggregated into 100 metre squares and responses
from outside the village will be aggregated into 1,100m x 700m rectangles. Even if
you are not affected by the quarry, please complete the form; NO responses are of
equal value to YES.
If you do not have access to the Over Kellet Parish Council website but wish to take
part, please contact me on 01524 733804 and I will send you a paper copy of the
survey form.
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Complaints about a recent blast
Several people in the village have spoken to me about the blast which occurred at
lunchtime on Tuesday 5th October. They reported that it caused household objects
to move. I raised the reported effects of this blast at the six-monthly Quarry Liaison
Meeting held on 14th October. The blast was at Leapers Wood quarry; unfortunately
representatives from its operator do not currently attend the liaison meetings but it
is hoped that in the near future they will resume participation and also provide blastmonitoring data similar to those provided by Back Lane Quarry.
Derek Johnson, Over Kellet Parish Council Quarries Liaison Officer

17

Church Bank Building Works
One of the Parish Councillors and our
County Councillor have raised concerns
with Lancaster City Council Planning
Department at the position of a trench
which has been dug close to the boundary
hedge of properties in Church Bank. The
photo shows the line of the trench before
it was filled with concrete by the builder.
The
Tree
Protection
Plan
which
accompanied the detailed planning
application shows a two-metre wide no-dig
area running the length of the hedge. If the
builder had followed the tree plan, no
digging would have been carried out so
close to the hedge and its roots would not
have been disturbed. The proposed
retaining wall (shown on the Protection
Plan) which is to be built on the concrete
footings should be two metres away from
the hedge. At the time of going to press
there is no information about any action
the local authority might take.
Peter Clinch
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Over Kellet and District Horticultural Society News
As predicted in the September issue, Phil Hegarty’s Plants ’n’ Pimms evening got
our new season off to a rousing start. Sincere thanks to Phil for organising and
hosting the event and to his team of helpers.
Our first talk on Friday 17th September, when Sam Pickett and Martin Lord gave a
joint talk/demonstration introducing Sam’s ‘Saturation Point’ project, was attended
by almost thirty people and led to interesting discussions about global warming and
climate change. We hope that the ‘walks and talks’ planned for the New Year and
the following eighteen months or so will be well attended – they are certain to be
enjoyable as well as educational and informative.
Friday 12th November sees the return of Phil ’n’ Sam’s Quiz Night, doors open 7pm
for a 7.30 start. As usual you are welcome to bring your own drinks and nibbles; free
tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided at half-time. Please let Phil (01524 733549,
philhegarty@outlook.com) have details of your team name, leader, and number of
members by Wednesday 10th November – the minimum recommended team size is
four, but two or more up to a maximum of six will be allowed. If you’d like to come as
an individual, please let Phil know and he’ll try to form a new team of ‘extras’ or add
you to an existing team. The cost is £1 per person for OKDHS members, £2 for nonmembers. As in previous years the main prizes will be seed assortments kindly
donated by Thompson and Morgan, and - of course - the usual booby prize!
The Society’s AGM will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday 27th November at
10.30am, followed by a members' coffee morning when we plan to have some
seasonal plant arrangements on show with their makers on hand to explain what
plants were used and how. I hope our members (and others) appreciate the great
work done by the current Committee organising talks, visits and other events, BUT,
in contravention of the Society’s Constitution, we have no Chairman and only eight
Committee members – all in our seventies (average 76!). The Committee needs
some new, younger members pdq, so please consider volunteering yourself or ask
someone else to do so.
Our early Spring coffee morning will be on Saturday 5th February when Brian Smith
will give an illustrated talk on his restoration of the Thomas Mawson garden at
Silverdale (to be followed by a visit to the garden on Saturday 30th April - please
note the change of date; more details will be given nearer the time).
There is no further information on the RHS website about the Summer Flower Show
at Harlow Carr, normally held on a Saturday towards the end of June and which we
are booked for (having not made it last year or this). Watch this space ;-)
Verity Clinch, Secretary, OKDHS

WI Tablecloths and Crockery

Free To A Good Home
Following the closure of the Over Kellet branch earlier this year, there are many
small tablecloths, bone china cups (with gold rims), saucers and plates, etc,
available free to good homes.
Please contact Lindsay Angus 734964 or Sheila Cooper 733787.
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Sheila Cooper

Village Listings for November (as at 16th October)
(Church Services: see page 5)

Badminton

Wednesdays

20.00

OKVH

Indoor Bowls

Mondays

13.30

OKVH

Keep Active

Mondays

17.00

OKVH

13.30
13.55
14.20
15.15

The Green
47 Greenways
4 Winder Garth
Church Bank

19.00 for
19.30

OKVH

Saturday 27th November AGM
(see page 19)

10.30

OKVH

Parish Council

Tuesday 9th November

19.15

OKVH

Playgroup 2-4 Years

Monday to Friday

08.30

OKVH

Salsa

Thursday evenings (see notices posted
around the village)

Times
vary

OKVH

Short Tennis

Tuesdays

14.00

OKVH

Yoga

Mondays

18.45

OKVH

Mobile Library

th

Thursday 11 November

Friday 12th November Quiz Night
(see page 19)

OKDHS

Refuse Collection November
Information from Lancaster City Council website
https://planningdocs.lancaster.gov.uk/bincalendars/Calendar10.pdf

The collection day is FRIDAY
Grey Bin: 12th & 26th
Green Bin & Recycling Boxes: 5th & 19th
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What’s On

What’s coming up in November?
MUSIC:
Lancaster and District Choral Society will be at
Lancaster Priory on Sat 27th at 19:30 with a varied
repertoire ranging from popular classics to more modern
favourites. Tickets may be bought from The Lancaster and
Morecambe Visitor Centres, concerts@lancasterpriory.org
or at the door.
The Promenade Concert Orchestra will be playing at The
Platform with a repertoire chosen by its audience members two years ago for the everpopular radio programme Housewives’ Choice. Live those days again with music from
that period on Sun 28th from 15.00 to 17:30. Box office: 01524 582803 or
www.lancaster.gov.uk/sport-and-leisure/the-platform for more details.
TALK:
Also at The Platform you can enjoy Michael Portillo – “Life; A Game of Two
Halves”. He is an excellent raconteur and is happy to answer questions, so book soon
for Wed 24th at 19:30, as it will be very popular.
COMEDY:
The Good Times Tour starring Omid Djalili is at Lancaster Grand on Thurs 4th at
20:00. It promises to be an intelligent, provocative and entertaining night out! Box
Office 01524 64695 or www.lancastergrand.co.uk
Sarah Millican is back on tour with a Bobby Dazzler of a new stand-up show. This is
her sixth international tour and you can see her at The Dukes on Wed 24th at 20:00.
Box Office 01524 598500 or https://dukeslancaster.org/
BETTER BIRDING:
Expand your bird watching knowledge on this entertaining guided walk on Sun 7 th from
08:00 to 10:00, which is aimed at helping you improve your identification skills! Prebooking is essential at RSPB Leighton Moss or at https://events.rspb.
org.uk/events/8526
KENDAL MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL:
Thurs 18th to Sun 21st at The Brewery, Kendal. This is an annual four-day-long
Festival dedicated to sharing awe-inspiring, life-affirming stories from the world of
outdoor adventure. There is a huge programme so for all the details go to
www.mountainfest.co.uk
EXHIBITION:
Murmurations is at The Priory from Tues 9th November to Sat 4th December. This
installation is a unique collaboration by three local artists: a photographer, a printmaker
and a composer. The photographic images were mostly taken during lockdown as a
personal response to the pandemic and, if you like starlings, then don’t miss it. For
more details see https://lancasterpriory.org/events/9th-november-4th-december-2021murmurations-exhibition/
ILLUMINATING EVENT:
Light Up Lancaster is back and lots will be happening on Fri 5th and Sat 6th.This is a
festival of art and light with the theme of Flights of the Imagination and The Priory
will again host a stunning large-scale installation. The festival ends with the annual
fireworks event launched from the grounds of Lancaster Castle. For details of all the
events (there are a lot) go to https://www.lightuplancaster.co.uk/ or visit the Storey
Visitor Information Centre.
Vivien E McCormick

21

A
Message
From
County
Councillor Phillippa Williamson
Hello everyone – it is hard to believe we
are already in October!
Tackling Rural Crime
It is good to hear that the rural police team
in our area continue to be effective at
preventing and investigating crime. We
know this as South Cumbria has seen a
huge increase in criminal activity in rural
areas over the past month, which hasn’t
been replicated in North Lancashire. Where
crime or suspicious activity does occur,
members of the team are revisiting victims
to reassure them that as much as possible
has been done to catch the offenders. The
current theft trend continues to be of highvalue farm equipment such as quad bikes.
On 20th September there were several burglaries in the Lune valley. A suspect has
been identified and arrested, and a vehicle seized. In addition, the rural crime team
are preparing a Criminal Behaviour Order for one of their local rural target criminals
and working with Lancaster City Council on an investigation into three fly-tippers.
Please remember that you can report criminal activity anonymously through
Crimestoppers
Ready for #LancsWinter
The County Council has nine new gritting wagons ready to hit to the road, and they
are looking for help in naming them to fit in with the existing Albert Icestein, Basil
Salty, Holly Chilloughby and co! Share your suggestions on social media using
#LancsWinterGritter21 and see the terms and conditions of this competition at
www.lancashire.gov.uk/.../gritting/name-a-gritter/
Just a reminder, please use
‘Report- It’ to tell the County Council about any potholes you spot and other issues
with street lights, traffic lights and broken signs etc. The link to do this is
www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/ And, of course, if there are
any other highways issues you need help with, please just let me know.
National Fostering Sons and Daughters Campaign October 2021
This campaign thanks the children of foster carers for the important role they play in
welcoming fostered children into their families, homes and lives. Around twenty new
children come into care in Lancashire each week. Fostering is open to people from a
wide variety of backgrounds; there is a generous allowance for both new and
experienced foster carers – between £250 and £428 per week for each child they
care for. Foster carers are also supported by their own social worker, a 24/7
dedicated helpline and flexible training and mentoring. More information is available
at www.lancashire.gov.uk/fostering/ or by calling the fostering enquiry line 0300 123
6723.
School Appeal Panels
Do you have time to spare, particularly in the Spring and early Summer months?
The County Council is looking for volunteers to join its independent panels to help
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decide on appeals for school places. Full training and support will be provided and
expenses will be paid. Find out more at www.lancashire.gov.uk/jobs/volunteering/
school-appeal-panel-members/
Applying for School Places
Parents need to submit an application form for all children starting school, even if
the child has an older brother or sister at the school concerned. Applications for
secondary school places in Lancashire need to be in by 11.59pm on Sunday 31st
October 2021. The County Council's website is the quickest and easiest way to
apply for a place. If you're applying for a place for a child starting primary school,
the closing date is Saturday 15th January 2022. Making sure your application is in
early gives you extra time in case there are any changes. For more information go
to www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools where you'll find all the details you need. You can
also call 0300 123 6707 to find out more and for support.
Parish and Town Council Conference: ‘Working Better Together’
The County Council will be hosting the first in a series of conferences for Parish and
Town Councils on 13 November at County Hall in Preston. Hear from, and put your
questions to, the County Council Cabinet, the Director of Public Health, and the
Police and Crime Commissioner. You can also join in discussions on how the
Councils can work better together to the benefit of our communities. To book a place
please follow this link: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.Aspx?
id=Jj5on7nYCUaexOGjbku00hFPHXOsGGtHjli0SsgJecFUQ1FQTThPMlRKOE9M
WlhUN09FTzAzNFExRCQlQCN0PWcu
Stoptober!
It's never too late to give up
smoking, so join the thousands of
people stopping this Stoptober and
start doing so much more. Visit the
NHS
Quit
Smoking
website
www.nhs.uk/better-health/quitsmoking/ to find lots of tips and
support to help you give up. You
can also download the free NHS
stop smoking app. In Lancashire,
the Quit Squad can also provide
local information and support. Visit
the website www.quitsquad.nhs.uk/
or call them on 0800 328 6297.
World Mental Health Campaign
Sometimes it's difficult to know
where to start looking for
information depending on how you
feel or what support you think you
need. However, there is a lot of
information, help and support
accessible and available from
County
Council
and
other
respected
organisations
and
charities. You might want to try this
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Phillippa Williamson (continued)
link
www.lancashire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/your-health-and-wellbeing/
keeping-physically-healthy/moving-more-and-eating-well/
The
World
Health
Organisation has some really good materials too www.who.int/campaigns/worldmental-health-day/2021/campaign-materials
Winter 'Flu
As the 'flu season gets nearer the NHS has started to roll out its annual 'flu
vaccination campaign. A free 'flu vaccination is available for all previously eligible
groups, ie primary school children, those over sixty-five, people with specific
medical conditions that make them more vulnerable, and pregnant women.
However, the Government has also extended eligibility this year to include
secondary school children and fifty- to sixty-four-year olds. As with the COVID-19
vaccine, 'flu vaccines are available from GPs, community pharmacies, and health
centres. More information is at www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenzavaccine/
And finally, as ever, please keep in touch, and if I can be of help just let me know.
Also, if you would like to know more about anything covered in this update or would
like to receive a copy directly or by e-mail contact me; my details are on the inside
back cover of this issue.

County Councillor Phillippa Williamson
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
POPPY APPEAL 2021

Sadly this year there is no
village shop from which to
obtain poppies but they are
available in most shops in
Carnforth. In the village they
are available in the Church,
The Eagles Head, or from me
at Cockle Hill Barn. I also have
wreaths, crosses, pin badges
and other RBL merchandise.
Details of the Remembrance
Day Coffee Morning and Act of
Remembrance in St Cuthbert’s
Church on the morning of 11th
November are on page 28,
and
the
Remembrance
Sunday commemoration on
the village green on 14th
November on page 5.
Jane Ward, Lancaster North
Poppy Organiser
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Energy- And Money-Saving Tips
This month’s article provides information on
a) how to use gas and electricity more wisely
and so reduce your energy bill and b) the
financial and other help available from the
Government and energy providers to help to
pay towards, or reduce your bills.
1 Energy-Saving Tips
1.1 Two ways to make your home warmer and cheaper to heat
Check your loft insulation
Up to a quarter of your home’s warmth escapes through the roof. Check if the
insulation (in the roof space) is at least 270mm (10.6 inches) thick. This is the
standard applied since 2006 to new-build homes. In the 1980s 25mm (one inch)
was considered adequate! To insulate the roof space of an average home properly
can cost hundreds of pounds, but under the Energy Company Obligation (ECO)
scheme energy companies may install it for free to eligible applicants. If you are on
certain benefits and have an income of £16,190 or less, you may be eligible for
help. The list of eligible benefits is at www.gov.uk/energy-company-obligation and
includes Child Tax Credit, Pension Guarantee Credit, Disabled Living Allowance,
Personal Independence Payment. Attendance Allowance, Carer’s Allowance and
Child Benefit. On the Ofgem website there is a list of energy supply companies
which participate in the ECO scheme: www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-and-socialschemes/energy-company-obligation-eco/contacts-guidance-and-resources/ecosupplier-contact-details
Upgrade your boiler
Also under the ECO scheme some energy supply companies provide grants worth
several thousands of pounds to home owners to have their old boilers replaced by
more energy-efficient ones. Unfortunately, it's not always easy to find out if you're
eligible for funding – very few suppliers let you apply on-line. But. there is an
eligibility calculator that can help you discover if you are eligible on the Government
-backed Simple Energy Advice website: www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/granteligibility/questionnaire
1.2 Simple ways to reduce your energy use
Buy an energy efficient TV
Your TV can be the most power-hungry of all the entertainment equipment in your
house. The bigger the TV the more energy it consumes, regardless of its energy
rating. Choosing a smaller TV generally means choosing a more efficient one. HighDefinition (HD) TVs consume more electricity than Standard-Definition (SD) TVs.
Flat-screen TVs generally use more energy than similar-sized LED or LCD TVs.
Use energy-efficient computer equipment
Laptops typically use 85% less electricity over a year than desktop PCs. Tablets
have an even lower energy usage – 70% less than laptops!
Digital equipment
Digital radios consume more energy than their analogue equivalents.
Use a microwave rather than an oven
Microwaves are a more energy-efficient way of cooking because they heat the food
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directly. Ovens heat the air inside the oven and this dissipates when the door is
opened.
When buying kitchen equipment think about its energy rating
An A+++-rated oven consumes 60% less energy than a B-rated oven. Dishwashers
cost an average of £44 a year to run. A typical new dishwasher will consume less
energy and water than an old one. Fridges, freezers and fridge-freezers are on
twenty-four hours a day so it is not surprising that they are among of the biggest
consumers of electricity in your home. An A+++ fridge-freezer will consume about
£190 less energy a year than an A+ unit. When choosing a washing machine get
one with an A++ or A+++ energy rating.
2 Financial And Other Help From The Government And The Local Authority
2.1 Warm Home Discount
If you receive the guarantee credit part of Pension Credit or are on a low income
you may be eligible for a discount of £140 on your annual electricity bill. Check with
your electricity supplier as not all companies are part of the scheme. If you have
applied for the discount but switch electricity supplier before you receive it you will
have to re-apply to the new supplier since each supplier has its own rules on
eligibility.
2.2 Winter Fuel Payments
The Winter Fuel Payment is an annual one-off payment of between £100 and £300
to help you pay for heating during the winter. If you receive State Pension or certain
social security benefits you should receive the payment automatically – the next
payment will be made before 14th January 2022 – see www.gov.uk/winter-fuelpayment
2.3 Cold Weather Payments
Cold Weather Payments are one-off payments to help you pay for extra heating
costs when it’s very cold. You’ll get a payment each time the temperature drops
below a specific temperature for a set period of time. You’ll only be eligible if you
already receive Pension Credit or Income Support or income-based Jobseeker’s
Allowance, income-related Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit.
To find out more go to www.gov.uk/cold-weather-payment
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Join us for a

Coffee Morning
In support of

at

St Cuthbert’s Church
on
th

11 November between
10am and 12 noon
Two minutes silence will be observed at 11
o’clock and there will be an opportunity to
view wartime memorabilia
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Temporary Closure Of Kirby Lonsdale Road
As we go to press Lancashire County Highways Department has issued a roadclosure order for Kirkby Lonsdale Road at Redwell Fisheries, from 8am on
Monday 25th October until 4pm on Sunday 7th November (or until completion of
the works within this period), to allow the gas main to be replaced. A lengthy
diversion will be signposted from Over Kellet Village Green through Nether Kellet,
dropping into the Lune Valley via Bottomdale Road and Foundry Lane to reach
Halton, then via High Road to rejoin Kirkby Lonsdale Road on the other side of
the road closure.
Peter Clinch

Discovering Old Over Kellet: An Illustrated Walking Guide
Compiled by Peter Clinch
Price £3.00 – any profits will be donated to local charities
Available to buy at Capernwray Country House B & B or Carnforth Bookshop
or directly from the author (phone 01524 734591)
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Citizens Advice (continued)
2.4 Priority Services Register
Energy companies will register people as deserving priority service if they are
classed as vulnerable or have a temporary, exceptional need, such as being
recently bereaved or returning to live independently after some time in residential
care. To be classified as vulnerable you would need to be in one of the following
situations: disabled or have a long-term health condition; be recovering from an
injury; have mental health problems; be unable to speak or read English well; have
children under five years old; be pregnant; or have reached State Pension age. In
this area the scheme is run by Electricity North West NOT your energy supplier to
whom you pay your bills. Contact ENW on 0800 195 4141 or www.enwl.co.uk or
@ElectricityNW to see if you are eligible and obtain an application form. General
information on the scheme is at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/energy/energy
-supply/get-help-paying-your-bills/getting-extra-support-from-your-energy-supplier/
2.5 The Lancashire Cosy Homes Initiative (CHiL)
CHiL is a partnership of the fifteen local authorities in Lancashire which offers
residents access to free advice on a range of energy-saving measures. For more
information go to www.chil.uk.com or phone 03306 061 488 (Local Rate) or e-mail
enquiries@rheaprojects.co.uk
In addition to the web-links given in this article information has been obtained from
the Money Saving Expert website www.moneysavingexpert.com/utilities/free-cavityloft-insulation/
North Lancashire Citizens Advice
Local services
If you are registered with either of the local GP practices in Carnforth you can book
at your surgery to make an appointment for a Citizens Advice adviser to contact you
at home by telephone or Zoom.
A member of Citizens Advice staff will be on the Council Community Connectors’
stand in the the Community Room of Carnforth Fire Station on Wednesdays 3rd and
30th November from 10am to 2pm.

Our other services
We offer e-mail advice via enquiries@northlancashirecab.org.uk To speak to an
adviser use the Adviceline Service 0808 2787 882 (Monday to Friday, 10am to
4pm). Our national self-help website is at www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Copies of Back Issues of OK View Available FREE
Copies of back issues of OK View from January to December 2020 are available
free. If you would like a copy of a particular issue or issues please contact the
Editors by phoning 734591 or by e-mailing overkelletview@gmail.com. Any copies
remaining on 1st January 2022 will be recycled.
Peter Clinch

Village Website
Past and current issues of the Over Kellet View, including photographs in full
colour, are available for download from the Village website at www.overkellet.org
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Over Kellet Badminton Club
Adult (i.e.16+) Badminton – all abilities welcome. Wednesdays 8pm in the Village
Hall. Cost: £2.50 per night. Table tennis also available to be played.
Contact Jane 01524 734265 or Joyce 01524 733801
Jane Storer
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The Village Store and Post Office in Over Kellet – R.I.P.
[Continued from OK View October 2021, page 31]
1905 to 1935
In a directory of 1905 the entry for the ‘Post and Postal Order Office’ lists Mrs Sarah
Mary Townson as sub-postmistress. ‘Letters through Carnforth arrive 6.30am;
despatched at 6.45pm weekdays only. Carnforth, 2 miles distant, is the nearest
money order and telegraph office.’ Miss Mary Stevenson is the only shopkeeper
listed and is given as ‘grocer and general dealer’.

This photo is from a card postmarked 13th February 1907. Mary Stevenson is
standing at the shop door beneath the board bearing her name. According to
information on the back of the card the picture was taken by “Mrs Sutcliffe,
Photographers, Burton.” Her husband John Francis Sutcliffe had received the Royal
Appointment as photographer to HRH The Prince of Wales following a royal visit to
Underley Hall, near Kirkby Lonsdale. When her husband died in 1891, Elizabeth
Eleanor Sutcliffe took over their studios in Kirkby Lonsdale and was noted for
cycling between Burton and the studios with her photographic equipment.
(Information about the Sutcliffe’s from Kath Hayhurst. Burton-on-Kendal, Clawthorpe
and Dalton: Photographic Memories. Holme and District Local History Society,
2003.)
The same information about the Post Office is given in a directory of 1913. The long
working hours of the postmistress continue to be emphasised since ‘letters arrive at
6.25am (and 7pm for callers only); despatched at 7pm. Postal Orders issued and
cashed’.
The Post Office business had to support a large family, made even larger at the end
of the First World War when Minnie Townson’s mother died during the ‘flu pandemic
of 1918 to 1920 and Minnie and her brother Basil arrived at The Gables. Minnie
recalls that the household included grandmother Sarah Mary, Minnie’s aunts Mary,
Elizabeth and Annie, and her cousin Nellie.
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The picture of the Post Office at The Gables is believed to have been taken in the
late 1920s and is thought to show Sarah Townson, but the identity of the child and
the man in the cap are not known.
A directory of 1934 continues to list Sarah Townson, as the postmistress ‘resident at
the Post Office’. Three shopkeepers are listed: John Kitching, Richard Knowles and
Mrs Hall. Unfortunately no details are given of where their premises were. Some
shops may have been small and lasted only a short time. Bob Escolme’s Times of
Struggle and Strife: A History of the Parish of Over Kellet, page 91, features a
picture of Well House taken around 1900 noting that ‘out of the picture, to the right
of Well House and attached, was a shop.’ Presumably this was in the small lean-to
building that is still there.

1936 to 2021
From the thirties onwards tracing the history of the store and Post Office from
documentary sources is difficult, for the census material is not available and will
remain secret until one hundred years after each census was taken. The directories
do not list Post Offices or village shops, only pubs and specialist stores.
When Sarah Townson retired in 1936 the business was continued by Annie and
Nellie Townson. Their niece Minnie helped out at the Post Office when Annie and
Nellie went away on holiday, and eventually took over the mail delivery round.
The picture (overleaf) of Minnie Pickles (née Townson) on Church Bank dressed for
her delivery round was taken by a photographer from the Lancaster Guardian and
accompanied an article (titled Over Kellet three generations postal delivery record)
in the newspaper for Friday 24th June 1960 marking Minnie’s final days delivering
mail, when the round was made redundant by the introduction of the now-familiar
red mail vans. The article notes that even though she would no longer deliver mail,
Minnie would still work in the village Post Office. It begins by saying that “a 67-year
old association [of the family] with postal deliveries in Over Kellet and surrounding
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The Village Store and Post Office (continued)
areas ends tomorrow when Mrs
Minnie Pickles will deliver the letters
on foot for the last time”. According
to the article, kindly lent me by her
son, Bill, three generations of the
same family had been involved in
delivering mail: Sarah Mary Townson
started in 1893 and delivered
throughout the parish including
Swarthdale, Addington and Withets
and continued to cover the nine mile
round daily in clogs, for forty-three
years until 1936. It was estimated
that she had walked over 120,000
miles. Her daughter Annie Townson
took over but, when she became
rather lame, Minnie Pickles, Sarah’s
grand-daughter took over the round
in 1959, still covering part of it on foot
and part on a bicycle. Between them
“the three generations of the family
have in 67 years covered well over
180,000 miles”.
Minnie recalled to Bob Escolme in
Over
Kellet
and
Capernwray
Remembered on pages 47 and 48 that there was not the quantity of mail that there
is now and most houses did not have letter boxes. She had to knock on the door or
slide the mail under the door, risking it disappearing under a mat or carpet on the
other side. There were other memories: Eleanor Stiles recalls that the Post Office
made ice creams, using duck eggs, for sale at weekends and at village hall dances
(page 52).

Shortly before she died in May 1966 Annie Townson had probably already retired
from the Post Office business, which was taken over in approximately 1965 by Mr
Leigh (or Lee). He did not run it from The Gables but from premises in Back Lane
(the narrow lane from near The Eagles Head to the main road) until 1967.
As to the shop, it is possible that by now there was just a single shop in the village
(apart from the Post Office), run by Sam and Isobel Kershaw (who were featured in
our cover photo to the July & August issue provided by Frankie Wells). Memories
are recorded in Bob Escolme’s books of Mr Kershaw ‘at the shop’ providing
fireworks for the bonfire celebrations on The Green for VE (Victory in Europe) and
VJ (Victory in Japan) Days in 1945. When the Kershaws retired Mrs Baines took
over in 1967 and it is at this point that the Post Office moved into the same building
as the shop, both under Mrs Baines’ management. She ran the joint business until
1972. Having consulted two residents of long-standing I have prepared the following
list of people who ran the business since then. There was no agreement on the
dates when they were in charge so I have omitted them except for Tracy and Craig
Burns.
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Peter & Kathy Barton; Don & Maureen Bradshaw; Mr & Mrs Thompson; Bob Straw;
David Peake; John & Joan Harding; Tracy & Craig Burns (1998-2021).
Acknowledgements and sources used
I am grateful for the recollections and other assistance of Bob Escolme, Gordon
Galloway and Frankie Wells. I am especially grateful to Bill Pickles for allowing me
to copy some of his family photos which have brought this history to life – thank-you!
I am grateful to Bob Escolme for allowing me to photograph a postcard of the
watercolour painting by Harold Partington, lending me his copy of the Census return
for Over Kellet for 1841 and checking the draft of the article. I have also benefited
from information in Bob’s two publications: Times of Struggle and Strife: A History of
the Parish of Over Kellet, Mayoh Press 2003, and Over Kellet and Capernwray
Remembered, Mayoh Press 2002 and from William Farrer’s manuscript notes
edited by Bob and published as Old Over Kellet Houses, Mayoh Press, 2000. I am
grateful for the assistance of staff at Lancashire Record Office and Lancaster
Library for providing access to eight directories dating from 1851 to 1934 – a list is
available from the author.
Apart from using Bob’s copy of the 1841 census, information was collected from an
unofficial version of the 1891 census at www.freecen.org.uk/search_queries/new?
locale=en Ideally the research should have included analysis of the publicly
available census returns carried out every decade between 1851 and 1911 but
COVID restrictions have resulted in the closure of the most readily available
collection held in Lancaster Library because the research room is too small for
social distancing rules to be followed.
Peter Clinch
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Weather Data for September 2021
Following a relatively dry August, September began with dry and unseasonably
warm weather. Temperatures rose above 20°C on six of the first eight days of the
month and reached a maximum of 28.1°C on 8th, the second hottest day of 2021
and by far the hottest September day I have recorded. Such heat is very unusual for
Over Kellet other than in June or July. In twenty-four years of daily measurements
we have only ever had three days warmer than 28.1°C outside of those two summer
months; one occasion in May (2017), and two occasions in August (2003 and 2020).
From 9th until 25th September the weather remained very dry with pleasantly warm
daytime temperatures and warm conditions overnight. Winds were light over this
whole period, and it was reported in the news that 2021 had been the “least windy”
summer in the UK in the last sixty years.
By 25th September the ground had become very dry. Only 30mm of rain had fallen
over the previous six weeks, when we would normally expect to receive 160mm.
Reservoir levels in Haweswater and Thirlmere in the Lake District had fallen to only
30% of capacity and the possibility of drinking water supply restrictions was briefly
raised.
25th September started cloudy and humid, but once the sun came out in the
afternoon the temperature again rose to over 20°C (possibly for the last time in
2021). The humidity was caused by moisture coming from the mid-Atlantic on southwesterly winds, signalling a change in the weather and an end to any concerns of
there being a drought. In five days, from 26th to 30th, 55mm of rain were measured.
Overall, average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for September were
nearly 2°C above normal at 19.0°C and 11.1°C respectively, only fractionally less
than August 2021. The rainfall total for the month was 60% of normal at 73mm.
Martin Lord

OK View - 10 Years Ago (Nov 2011)
Much of the issue was given over to reports of residents’ group activities over the
previous three or so months. In July The Kellets Twinning Association had hosted a
very successful one-week visit by friends from Bussières, commencing
appropriately enough on 14th July, Bastille Day! Excursions were arranged to
Heysham Power Station, Lancaster Town Hall, Beamish Museum and Kirkby
Lonsdale. Children from Wilson’s Endowed School entertained the visitors by
singing songs from the show ‘Oliver!’, followed by games and races on the school
playing field – it was reported that two members of the party from France, both
teachers, were so impressed by what they saw and learnt that they returned home
with lots of ideas for their own schools. Teenagers were catered for with trips to
Megazone and Superbowl. The Ceilidh held on the final evening was enjoyed by
all.
More sedately, the three-day St Cuthbert’s Flower Festival on the theme of village
life successfully raised over £1,100 through the sale of programmes. The boost to
church funds was needed following costly repairs to the roof required after the theft
of lead flashing resulting in water damage. Visitors praised the imaginative flower
arrangements from a variety of village groups particularly the WI’s flower and
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copper kettle, the Village Hall’s tennis and badminton racquets, and the Sunday
School’s ‘water feature’ and prayer garden.
Years 5 and 6 at Wilson’s Endowed School, accompanied by eight adults, had taken
a day trip to London. They visited Westminster Abbey and, through the good offices
of friends within the Blackburn Diocese, were able to see areas not normally open to
the public including the tomb of Edward I. A ride on the London Eye followed, with
favourable weather giving the visitors spectacular views of the capital from
Wembley to Greenwich. The day provided many memories and material for learning
over the following weeks.
Peter Clinch

THE 200 CLUB
The result of the draw for September was:
1st

(£25)

Mrs F Wells (97)

2nd

(£15)

Ms C Harris (154)

3rd

(£10)

Mr M Cobb (184)
Paul Budd

200 Club Annual Subscription Collection
Lottery Numbers To Buy
Collectors will be out and about around the village in early January to collect 200
Club annual subscriptions. Members of the 200 Club help to pay for the cost of
printing the magazine. Lottery numbers are entered into monthly draws with a top
prize of £25 and other prizes of £15 and £10. There are five spare lottery numbers
available at £6 per number: 22, 74, 105, 127, 172. If you would like to buy a
number (or two or more ...) please contact Liz Moody on 733877.
Lesley Gee
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Local Services

Please note that the ‘normal’ opening times listed here may be subject to change during the
COVID-19 emergency. You are advised to check before visiting.

Over Kellet
The Eagles Head Pub, Gary & Helena Torch, Nether Kellet Road, LA6 1DL
M-F 11.30-14.30, 17.00-24.00; Sa, Su 11.30-24.00

732457

Carnforth
Health:

Dentists:

Opticians:

Vets:

Library:

Ashtrees, Market Street, LA5 9JU
Pharmacy M-F 7-23.00; Sa 8-18.30; Su 8-18.00
Surgery M 8.30-19.30; Tu 8-18.30; W, Th 7.30-18.30; F 8-18.30
Boots Pharmacy, 24 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-Th 8.30-18.00;
F 8.30-17.30; Sa 9-17.00
NHS Out of Hours Service
Park View Surgery, 21 New Street, LA5 9BX M-F 8-16.45
Well Pharmacy, 9 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-F 8.30-17.30

727877
720000
732955
111
01539 715555
732712

Anne King, 46 Market Street, LA5 9LB M,Tu, W 8.30-1700;
Th 8.30-17.15; F 8.30-16.30 (closed daily for lunch 12.45-13.45)
Viva Dental, 29A Market Street, LA5 9JX M 9-17.30; Tu, W, Th 8.3018.30; F 8.45-16.30
Butterfields, 46c Market Street, LA5 9LB M-F 9-17.30;
Sa 9-14.00
Philip Jones, 15 Market Street, LA5 9JX M-F 9-17.30; Sa 9-17.00

733867

Alison Lee, 2 Queen Street, LA5 9EB M-F 9-19.00; Sa 10-13.00; 24-hour
emergency service
Burch Tree Vets, 39 Lancaster Road, LA5 9LD M-F 8.30-19.00; Sa 8.3012; emergency clinic Su 10-12; 24-hour emergency service

735249

Lancaster Road, LA5 9DZ Su & M, Closed; Tu, 9.00-19.00; W & Sa, 9.00
–13.00; Th & F, 9.00-17.00

0300 123 6703

735431
732724
730055

720002

Stagecoach Route 49 Bus Timetable (at time of going to press)
M-Fri

M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat

Warton, Croftlands

07.20

09.20 10.20

11.20

12.20 13.20

14.20

15.20 17.05

Carnforth, Market St

07.28

09.28 10.28

11.28

12.28 13.28

14.28

15.28 17.13

Over Kellet

07.36

09.36 10.36

11.36

12.36 13.36

14.36

15.36 17.21

Nether Kellet

07.42

09.42 10.42

11.36

12.42 13.42

14.42

15.42 17.27

Halton

07.52

09.52 10.52

11.52

12.52 13.52

14.52

15.52 17.37

Lancaster

08.10

10.10 11.10

12.10

13.10 14.10

15.10

16.10 17.55

Sat

M-Sat M-Sat

M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat M-Sat

Sat

M-Sat

Lancaster

09.30

10.30 11.30

12.30

13.30 14.30

15.30

16.15

17.15

Halton

09.47

10.47 11.47

12.47

13.47 14.47

15.47

16.32

17.32

Nether Kellet

09.57

10.57 11.57

12.57

13.57 14.57

15.57

16.42

17.42

Over Kellet

10.03

11.03 12.03

13.03

14.03 15.03

16.03

16.48

17.48

Carnforth, Haws Hill

10.12

11.12 12.12

13.12

14.12 15.12

16.12

16.57

17.57

Warton, Croftlands

10.20

11.20 12.20

13.20

14.20 15.20

16.20

17.05

18.05
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Over Kellet Directory
LOCAL AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVES
COUNTY COUNCIL
Councillor Phillippa Williamson
Denny Bank, Arkholme, Carnforth LA6 1AX
Phillippa.Williamson@lancashire.gov.uk

221788

DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillor Stuart Morris
409282
Flat 1, 57-59 West End Road, Morecambe, LA4 4DR
smorris@lancaster.gov.uk
PARISH COUNCIL
Meet at 7.15pm on second Tuesday of
month
Chairman
Graham Agnew
733407
Vice Chair
Stephen Atkins
720605
Derek Johnson
733804
Martin May
881256
Jean Metcalfe
07795 482403
Clerk
Derek Whiteway
07805 260976
clerk@overkelletpc.org
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Police Station, Lancaster
PCSO Paul Shepherd
Paul.Shepherd@lancashire.pnn.police.uk

101

PC Rob Barnsley, Community Beat Manager
3573@lancashire.pnn.police.uk
Co-ordinator
Area Co-ordinators:
Central
Kirklands
Western
Eastern
Far Eastern
Northern
Southern
Northeast
Capernwray

Jane Ward

733947

Malcolm McIllmurray
732921
Tony Wells
733848
Bev Carling
736393
Sandra KlijnPassant
884331
Jane Ward
733947
Laura Crossland
07985 505509
Alison Harper
734372
(Currently Vacant)
Derek Burnside
07905 449636

QUARRIES
Liason Officer
Derek Johnson
Leapers Wood Quarry
Back Lane Quarry

733804
07483 357834
738888

VILLAGE HALL
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Bookings Sec.
Maintenance

732097

Peter Thomas
Liz Moody
John Gooch
Lesley Gee
Roger Cowling

298979
733877
733240
733088

VILLAGE ACTIVITY REPRESENTATIVES
Badminton

Jane Storer

734265

Bowls

Lindsay Angus

734964

Keep Active

Lesley Gee

733240

OK & District Horticultural Society
Chairman
(Currently Vacant)
Secretary
Verity Clinch
Treasurers
Marilyn Whinfield
Pat Woolstencroft

734591
07753 435792
733965

Playgroup
Short Tennis

Lynsey Winder
Frankie Wells

07471 124423
733848

Twinning Assn
Walking Group
Contacts

Liz Brumitt

735013

Geoff Jackson
Ron/Lorna Oswald

736103
736523

VILLAGE WEBSITE
www.overkellet.org
Updated info. to: Gordon Galloway

720872

OK VIEW
200 Club

Liz Moody

733877

Nick Ward
Lesley Gee

733947
733240

B4RN
Contacts

EMERGENCY PLAN GROUP
paul@okplan.co.uk

SUPPORT OK
Graham Agnew
Lesley Gee
Jane & Nick Ward
Paul Bond
team@okplan.co.uk

PARISH LENGTHSMAN
Mike Ashton - contact Cllr Metcalfe or the
Parish Clerk

07414 585282
738019
732972

VILLAGE SCHOOL
Headteacher
Darren Newiss

Paul Bond

FOOTPATHS AND TREE OFFICER
(Currently Vacant)

THOMAS WITHERS CHARITY
Secretary
David Mills

St CUTHBERT'S CHURCH
Vicar
(Currently Vacant)
Secretary
Blake Prince
Church Warden
Derek Burnside
Church Warden
John Halsey

733407
733240
733947

732194

All six-figure telephone numbers in the directory are prefixed by the STD code 01524
(note that VOIP-based landlines, including those of many B4RN subscribers, require the full telephone number,
including the STD code, to be dialled)
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